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Introduction 

The Office of Early Childhood (OEC), Division of Early Learning Licensing and 
Administration (DELLA), is excited to provide the Administrative Guide for Rules 
Regulating Child Care Centers (CCC). 

This Administrative Guide serves to clarify and help ensure proper and consistent 
interpretation and implementation of the regulations set forth in the Rules Regulating 
Child Care Centers 7.702. The Administrative Guide also provides rationale and 
resources to assist programs in compliance with the rules. Updates to the previous 
version of the Admin Guide are noted in blue font.  

The DELLA will provide semi-annual updates to the Administrative Guide to ensure 
child care programs, licensing staff, and the community continue to have current 
information regarding the interpretation of the regulations. 

A complete list of the current Rules may be found on the Colorado Secretary of 
State’s website at www.sos.state.co.us.  

The DECL’s Administrative Guide for Rules Regulating Child Care Centers can be found 
on the Colorado Office of Early Childhood website at: 
www.coloraodofficeofearlychildhood.com. 

https://tinyurl.com/cochildcarelicensing
http://www.sos.state.co.us/
http://www.coloraodofficeofearlychildhood.com/
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7.702.1B2 A “small child care 
center” provides 
care for five (5) 
through 15 children 
between the ages of 
two (2) and 18 years. 

When a “small center” 
is combined with an 
“infant or toddler 
program” all infant and 
toddler rules apply 
except to those “small 
centers” that only enroll 
children from the ages 
of 2 to 18 years. 
Programs have the 
flexibility to determine 
the ages of children 
they will enroll into the 
program.  

This regulation is now in alignment with state 
statute which allows for children up to the age 
of 18. This is to indicate a change in statute 
from 16 to 18 years of age. 

Small 
Center, 
Infant, 
Toddler 

7.702.1B2 A “small child care 
center” provides 
care for five (5) 
through 15 children 
between the ages of 
two (2) and 18 
years. 

When a “small center” 
is combined with an 
“infant or toddler 
program” all infant and 
toddler rules apply 
except to those “small 
centers” that only 
enroll children from the 
ages of 2 to 18 years. 
Programs have the 
flexibility to determine 
the ages of children 
they will enroll into the 
program. 
 

This regulation is now in alignment with state 
statute which allows for children up to the age 
of 18. This is to indicate a change in statute 
from 16 to 18 years of age. 

All Types 

7.702.2B The governing 
body must 
formulate the 
purpose and 

All policies and 
procedures created by 
the facility must be 
aligned with licensing 

The policies are required to inform 
parent(s)/guardian(s) of program’s purpose, 
philosophy, and expectations to promote - 
parental decisions, engagement and 

All Types 
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policies to be 
followed by the 
center. It must 
have a regular 
planned review of 
such purpose and 
policies to 
determine that 
the center is in 
compliance with 
licensing rules. 

regulations. Programs 
may develop policies 
and procedures based 
on their philosophy, 
curriculum, beliefs and 
values, as long as they 
do not conflict with 
licensing rules and 
regulations. The 
policies and procedures 
must be followed as 
written including but 
not limited to: 7.702.31 
Statement of Policies 
and Procedures; 
7.702.32 
Communication, 
Emergency and Security 
Procedures; 7.702.33 
Personnel Policies, 
Orientation and Staff 
Development; 7.702.51 
Admission Procedure; 
7.702.52 Health Care. 

involvement. 

7.702.2D Any center having 
a director assigned 
to a classroom 
shall have qualified 
and adequate staff 
allowing the 
director or 
qualified staff the 
ability to attend to 

If a director at the 
center is assigned to a 
classroom, there must 
be someone at the 
center to cover all 
duties of the director. 
These duties include, 
but are not limited to: 
greeting and assisting 

Allows the director the flexibility to work in a 
classroom while ensuring that his/her 
responsibilities are also met. 

Part-day 
preschools 
operating 

by a public 
school 
system 
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the duties of a 
director as they 
arise. 

visitors to the 
program, providing 
human resource 
management, 
supervision of program 
staff, responding to 
emergencies, 
addressing parental 
needs and complying 
with regulations. 
 

7.702.2F The director of a 
part-day preschool 
program operated 
by an accredited 
public school 
system is 
responsible for 
administering the 
center in 
accordance with 
licensing rules and 
supervising the 
early childhood 
development 
program. The 
director or staff 
designated by the 
governing body 
must plan for or 
participate in 
orientation and 
staff development, 

The director/designated 
staff of a preschool 
program operating in 
any school district must 
be immediately 
available during 
licensing visits to 
oversee the 
administrative and 
human resources 
responsibilities to ensure 
licensing compliance. 

This allows flexibility for these programs to 
designate staff responsible for these duties. 

All Types 
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supervise or 
coordinate staff 
activities, 
participate in the 
evaluation of staff 
performance, and 
participate in 
program activities. 

7.702.31 At the time of 
enrollment, and 
upon amendment, 
the center must 
give the parent(s)/ 
guardian(s) the 
center’s policies 
and procedures, 
and provide the 
opportunity to ask 
questions. By 
signing the policies 
and procedures 
document, the 
parent(s)/guardian(
s) agree to follow, 
accept the 
conditions of, and 
give authorization 
and approval for 
the activities 
described in the 
policies and 
procedures. 

 

The policies set forth by 
the facility must be 
implemented and 
followed by the facility. 

 
How the facility 
addresses the policy is 
up to them, as long as 
it covers the topic 
listed. It is not the role 
of the specialist to 
determine the 
program’s policy, but 
they can provide 
technical assistance.  
The policy should be 
individualized to meet 
the needs of the 
program and should not 
be in conflict with any 
regulation. 

 
Violations are 
counted as one or 
more missing policies 

Increases communication awareness between 
facility and families. 

 
Document in Resources: 
CCC - Center Policies & Procedures 

All Types 
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Copies must be 
available either 
electronically or in 
hard copy. The 
provider must 
obtain a signed 
document stating 
that the parent(s)/ 
guardian(s) have 
received the 
policies and 
procedures. 
Policies must 
include the 
following: 

and procedures and 
should be cited as 
one violation with 
this rule. The 
violation should list 
each missing policy 
and corresponding 
letter for that policy. 

7.702.31H1 The center’s 
procedure on 
guidance, positive 
instruction, 
supporting positive 
behavior, 
discipline and 
consequences, 
including how the 
center will: 
 
Cultivate 
positive child, 
staff and family 
relationships 

 Positive, strong relationships are critically 
important to all aspects of healthy development 
for young children. They help buffer children 
from stressful or adverse experiences. Positive 
relationships between staff members helps 
create a warm and nurturing classroom 
environment in which children grow and learn. 
Positive relationships between staff and families 
helps create a sense of school community and 
allows for open communication should 
challenges arise. 
 
Programs may use a variety of methods to 
cultivate positive relationships. 
 
Invest in Kids-The Incredible Years Colorado 
www.iik.org/the-incredible-years/ 
 

All Types 

http://www.iik.org/the-incredible-years/
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The Colorado Center for Social Emotional 
Competence and Inclusion www.PyramidPlus.org 
 
The Center on Social and Emotional Foundations 
for Early Learning http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/ 
 
Project LAUNCH www.healthysafechildren.org 
 
www.earlymilestones.org 

7.702.31H2 The center’s 
procedure on 
guidance, positive 
instruction, 
supporting positive 
behavior, 
discipline and 
consequences, 
including how the 
center will: 

 
Create and 
maintain a socially 
and emotionally 
respectful early 
learning and care 
environment. 

Facilities may set up 
the environment in a 
manner that is socially 
and emotionally 
respectful. This 
includes learning about 
and representing each 
child’s home language 
and culture. 

 
Socially and 
emotionally respectful 
environments are 
strengthened by 
positive communication 
and interactions 
between the adults in a 
facility. 

A socially and emotionally respectful learning 
environment means that the environment 
fosters a sense of safety and trust for each 
child.  
 
Children need to be able to form positive, 
loving attachments with adults who are 
predictable, calm, and tuned in to their needs.  
 
Children need to learn at their own pace based 
on their individual temperaments, development 
and family culture. 

 
Invest in Kids-The Incredible Years Colorado 
www.iik.org/the-incredible-years/ 

 
The Colorado Center for Social Emotional 
Competence and Inclusion 
www.PyramidPlus.org 

 
The Center on Social and Emotional 
Foundations for Early Learning 
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/ 

All Types 

http://www.pyramidplus.org/
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
http://www.healthysafechildren.org/
http://www.earlymilestones.org/
http://www.iik.org/the-incredible-years/
http://www.pyramidplus.org/
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
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Project LAUNCH www.healthysafechildren.org 

 
www.earlymilestones.org 

7.702.31H3 The center’s 
procedure on 
guidance, positive 
instruction, 
supporting positive 
behavior, discipline 
and consequences, 
including how the 
center will: 
Implement teaching 
strategies 
supporting positive 
behavior, pro-social 
peer interaction, 
and overall social 
and emotional 
competence in 
young children. 

Facilities may use a 
variety of teaching 
methods and curricula 
to teach social and 
emotional skills to 
children. 

 
Programs should use 
strategies that promote 
positive behavior and 
social skills throughout 
the daily program, and 
not only as one activity 
during the day. 

 
Children should have 
ample opportunity to 
learn about feelings and 
to express themselves 
throughout the day. 

Child care providers play an important role in 
teaching children directly about how to 
interact and get along with others. In addition, 
an early learning setting is an ideal place for 
teaching children about emotions, the feelings 
of others, understanding and communicating 
about needs, wants and feelings.  
 
Teaching these things in the earliest years is 
best. Social and emotional competence is the 
foundation for success in school and is linked 
to being a high functioning adult. 

 
Invest in Kids-The Incredible Years Colorado 
www.iik.org/the-incredible-years/ 

 
The Colorado Center for Social Emotional 
Competence and Inclusion 
www.PyramidPlus.org 

 
The Center on Social and Emotional 
Foundations for Early Learning 
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/ 

 
Project LAUNCH www.healthysafechildren.org 

 
www.earlymilestones.org 

All Types 

7.702.31H4 The center’s  Individual social and emotional intervention  

http://www.healthysafechildren.org/
http://www.earlymilestones.org/
http://www.iik.org/the-incredible-years/
http://www.pyramidplus.org/
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
http://www.healthysafechildren.org/
http://www.earlymilestones.org/
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procedure on 
guidance, positive 
instruction, 
supporting positive 
behavior, discipline 
and consequences, 
including how the 
center will: 

 
Provide 
individualized 
social and 
emotional 
intervention 
supports for 
children who need 
them, including 
methods for 
understanding 
child behavior; 
and developing, 
adopting and 
implementing a 
team-based 
positive behavior 
support plan with 
the intent to 
reduce challenging 
behavior and 
prevent 
suspensions and 
expulsions. 

support ensures that each child has the 
opportunity to be understood and responded to 
in an effective manner. 

 
Taking a team-based approach to persistent 
challenges ensures that providers, 
parent(s)/guardian(s), mental health 
consultants or other specialists determine 
actions each party will take and promotes 
consistent support for the child across all 
settings.  Facilities should avoid suspending 
young children whenever possible as this may 
impact a parent/guardian’s ability to attend 
work or school and does not address the child’s 
challenging behavior. Expulsion is an adult 
reaction to a child’s behavior and should not be 
utilized. Taking a proactive approach to 
challenging behavior by partnering with 
parent(s)/guardian(s) and getting a mental 
health consultation will reduce the likelihood 
of expulsion. Planned transitions with 
parent(s)/guardian(s) participation may be 
needed and used. 

 
Programs should consider a team meeting with 
parent(s)/guardian(s) and other specialists 
when challenging behaviors are first deemed 
persistent or puzzling instead of waiting until 
the problem is significant or highly 
problematic. 
 
Parent(s)/guardian(s) participation is necessary 
to have a team-based approach. 
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Action plans should include steps that 
programs, parent(s)/guardian(s) and specialists 
will take. 

 
Programs should inform parent(s)/guardian(s) 
if they do not intend to continue to provide 
care for the child and work with the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) to identify and plan a 
transition to enroll the child in a more suitable 
setting. 

 
Invest in Kids-The Incredible Years Colorado 
www.iik.org/the-incredible-years/ 

 
The Colorado Center for Social Emotional 
Competence and Inclusion 
www.PyramidPlus.org 

 
The Center on Social and Emotional 
Foundations for Early Learning 
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/ 

 
Project LAUNCH www.healthysafechildren.org 

 
www.earlymilestones.org 

7.702.31H5 The center’s 
procedure on 
guidance, positive 
instruction, 
supporting positive 
behavior, 
discipline and 

Facilities shall have 
knowledge to assist 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
and families in 
accessing services for 
mental health or other 
special needs to 

To ensure the facility staff has mental health 
resources to support children and their 
families. 

 
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force
.com/oec/OEC_Families?p=Family&s=Social-
Emotional-Development&lang=en 

All Types 

http://www.iik.org/the-incredible-years/
http://www.pyramidplus.org/
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
http://www.healthysafechildren.org/
http://www.earlymilestones.org/
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Families?p=Family&s=Social-Emotional-Development&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Families?p=Family&s=Social-Emotional-Development&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Families?p=Family&s=Social-Emotional-Development&lang=en
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consequences, 
including how the 
center will: 

 
Access an early 
childhood mental 
health 
consultant or 
other specialist as 
needed. 

support early 
intervention when 
necessary. 

 
Children shall not be 
referred for mental 
health services without 
parental consent. 
Programs do not need 
to employ a mental 
health consultant.  
Programs may access a 
mental health 
consultation in a 
variety of ways. One 
option is through a 
mental health 
consultant. Other 
qualified specialists are 
also allowed. These 
may include but are 
not limited to: 
psychologists, social 
workers, counselors, or 
physicians. 

7.702.31N The procedure for 
releasing children 
from the center 
only to persons for 
whom the center 
has written 
authorization. 

 Persons must be at least 18 years of age. All Types 
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7.702.31Z How decisions 
are made and 
what steps are 
taken prior to 
the suspension, 
expulsion or 
request to 
parents or 
guardians to 
withdraw a child 
from care due to 
concerns about 
the child’s 
behavioral 
issues. These 
procedures must 
be consistent 
with the center’s 
policy on 
guidance, 
positive 
instruction, 
discipline and 
consequences, 
and include 
documentation 
of the steps 
taken to 
understand and 
respond to 
challenging 
behavior. 

The facility needs to 
determine what their 
own policies are 
regarding suspension 
and expulsions in order 
to create the policy. 
The policy should not 
be in conflict with 
guidance regulations. 

 
It is not the role of the 
specialist to determine 
the program’s policy, 
but they can provide 
technical assistance. 

Punitive measures come at a time when 
children are supposed to be forming the 
foundation of positive relationships with peers, 
teachers and the school institution.  Expelling a 
child implies that they are not welcome or 
supported which serves as a troubling indicator 
of what is to come. Expelling children does not 
address the behavioral concerns and does little 
to address the needs of children exhibiting 
these behaviors. 

All Types 
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7.702.32B For security 
purposes, a sign-
in/sign-out sheet or 
other mechanism 
for parents and 
guardians must be 
maintained daily by 
the center. It must 
include, for each 
child in care, the 
date, the child’s 
name, the time 
when the child 
arrived at and left 
the center, and the 
parent or 
guardian’s 
signature or other 
identifier. 

The parent/guardian’s 
signatures should be 
the legal signature of 
the person. If the 
signature is not legible, 
then the name must be 
printed, too. 

 
If the facility uses an 
electronic sign-in/sign-
out mechanism with an 
identifier, then each 
parent/guardian must 
be assigned their own 
unique identifier 
(code, etc.). 

 
When the electronic 
mechanism is not 
available, the facility 
can use a manual 
sign-in/sign-out 
sheet. 

 
Any record of 
electronic mechanism 
must be available to 
the Department when 
requested. 

Regulation is a safety requirement to 
determine when a child is in attendance and 
who dropped off and picked up the child. 

All Types 

7.702.32E The director of the 
center or the 
director’s 

If children are moved 
to a different 
classroom (with a 

 All Types 
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delegated 
substitute must 
have a means for 
determining at all 
times who is 
present at the 
center. 

different teacher) 
during the day they 
should be signed out of 
the classroom they are 
leaving and signed into 
the classroom they are 
entering. 
 
Directors must be aware 
of any changes in 
location for children or 
personnel, visitors and 
other people in the 
building. 

7.702.32G The center must 
release the child 
only to the adult(s) 
for whom written 
authorization has 
been given and is 
maintained in the 
child’s record (see 
7.702.101). In an 
emergency, the 
child may also be 
released to an 
adult for whom the 
child’s parent or 
guardian has given 
verbal 
authorization. If 
the staff member 
who releases the 

Programs cannot refuse 
to release a child to a 
parent/guardian 
without prior court 
orders, such as custody 
orders or protection 
orders. 

 
An adult is a person 18 
years of age or older. 
 
The Division of Early 
Care and Learning 
encourages programs 
to develop a policy on 
how they will respond 
when an authorized 
individual (not the 
parent(s)/guardian(s)) 

 All Types 
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child does not 
know the adult, 
identification must 
be required to 
assure that the 
adult is authorized 
to pick up the 
child. 

arrives to pick up a 
child and is under the 
influence of drugs or 
alcohol. The policy 
should be signed by the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
and followed by the 
program. 

 
If the program has a 
reasonable belief that 
the authorized 
individual is under the 
influence of drugs or 
alcohol, and the 
authorized individual 
leaves with the child 
and is operating a 
motor vehicle, then 
the program must 
immediately report 
such to police or social 
services pursuant to 12 
CCR 2509-8 § 
7.701.53(b). If the 
program has a 
reasonable belief that 
the authorized 
individual is under the 
influence of drugs or 
alcohol, and the 
authorized individual 
leaves with the child, 
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but is not operating a 
motor vehicle, the 
program must still 
immediately call law 
enforcement and/or 
social services if the 
program reasonably 
believes that the 
child’s health, life, or 
well-being is 
endangered, pursuant 
to 12 CCR 2509-8 § 
7.701.53(b). 

 
Such critical incidents 
must also be reported 
to the Department 
within 24 hours 
pursuant to 12 CCR 
2509-8 § 7.701.52. 

7.702.32J The center must 
have a written 
procedure for 
closing the center 
at the end of the 
day to ensure that 
all children are 
picked up. 

This must include 
procedures for 
completing a 
walkthrough of the 
entire indoor and 
outdoor premises used 
for childcare to ensure 
all children are picked 
up prior to the last 
employee leaving. 
 
Policy must incorporate 
verification of sign 

  All Types 
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in/out sheets or 
electronic system for 
child attendance has 
been checked to ensure 
that all children have 
been signed out of the 
facility before staff 
leave at the end of the 
day. 

7.702.33C Prior to working 
with children, 
each staff member 
must read and be 
instructed about 
the policies and 
procedures of the 
center, including 
those related to 
hygiene, 
sanitation, food 
preparation 
practices, proper 
supervision of 
children, and 
reporting of child 
abuse. Staff 
members must 
sign a statement 
indicating that 
they have read 
and understand 
the center’s 
policies and 

To assure staff is 
informed and aware of 
where to report child 
abuse. The policy 
should include the child 
abuse hotline phone 
number. 

 
Facility can have a 
general statement 
signed by staff stating 
they have received and 
read the policies 
outlined in this section. 

The toll-free statewide child abuse and 
reporting line is: 

 
1-844-CO 4 Kids 
-or- 
1-844- 264-5437 

 
CDHS on line reporting training can be 
accessed using this link: 

 
https://www.coloradocwts.com/mandatedrepor
ter-training 

All Types 

https://www.coloradocwts.com/mandatedreporter-training
https://www.coloradocwts.com/mandatedreporter-training
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procedures. 
7.702.33D Staff hired prior 

to September 
29, 2016, must 
complete a 
Department- 
approved pre-
service training 
by September 
30, 2016.  All 
staff hired after 
September 30, 
2016 must 
complete a 
Department-
approved pre-
service training 
prior to working 
with children. 
The training 
must include: 
 
Building and 
physical 
premises safety, 
including 
identification of 
and protection 
from hazards 
that can cause 
bodily injury 
such as 
electrical 

Written 
documentation 
verifying the 
completion of the 
training should be in 
the staff member’s 
file. 

 
This training does not 
need to be submitted to 
the Department. A 
Licensing Specialist will 
be looking for a 
certificate listing the 
topic areas covered in 
the training. 

 
This training should be 
an individualized 
training that identifies 
hazards and ensures 
protection of staff and 
children. The training 
should be specific for 
each facility. Training 
length should be 
determined based on 
the facilities location 
and environment. 

 
Samples of some 
bio-contaminants 

This is a federal requirement that requires 
facilities to identify potential hazards in order 
to keep children safe. 

Infant 
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hazards, bodies 
of water, and 
vehicular traffic. 
 
Handling and 
storage of 
hazardous 
materials and 
the appropriate 
disposal of bio 
contaminants. 

include, but are not 
limited to: medical 
waste, bodily fluids or 
sharp containers, etc. 
Examples of 
environmental hazards 
may include but are not 
limited to: animals, 
landscape features, 
access through parking 
lots, etc. 
 

7.707.33E Each staff 
member 
working with 
infants less 
than 12 months 
old must 
complete a 
Department- 
approved safe 
sleep training by 
December 31, 
2015. Each staff 
member hired 
after December 
31, 2015, must 
complete a 
Department- 
approved safe 
sleep training prior 
to working with 
infants less than 12 

Documentation must be 
maintained in the staff 
member’s file. 
 
Any staff member 
working with infants 
under 12 months must 
have current 
Department approved 
safe sleep training. 

The intent of this training is to prevent SUIDS 
and SIDS death in child care. 

 
http://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/store/?searc
h=safe+sleep&list=true&aeo=true 

Infant, 
Toddler 

http://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/store/?search=safe+sleep&list=true&aeo=true
http://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/store/?search=safe+sleep&list=true&aeo=true


Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 19 
 

months old. 
 

7.702.33F Effective 
September 30, 
2016, each staff 
member working 
with children less 
than three (3) years 
of age must 
complete a 
Department-
approved 
prevention of 
shaken 
baby/abusive head 
trauma training 
prior to working 
with children less 
than three (3) years 
of age. This training 
must be renewed 
annually and counts 
towards ongoing 
training 
requirements. 

Written documentation 
verifying the 
completion of the 
training must be in the 
staff member’s file. 

 
When submitting the 
training for approval to 
the Department it must 
include: the course 
name, course content, 
trainer name and 
credentials. Course 
content must be 
compliant with national 
best practice standards. 

 
Any staff member 
working with children 
under the age of 3 must 
complete the shaken 
baby/abusive head 
trauma training. 

This is a federal requirement to provide 
guidance and knowledge to staff members in 
order to prevent and recognize abuse/head 
trauma including shaken baby syndrome. 

 
http://www.childrenscolorado. org/wellness-
safety/calm-a-crying- baby/parents/about-
shaken-baby-syndrome/reality-of-shaken-baby-
syndrome 

 
http://www.childrenscolorado.org/ wellness-
safety/calm-a-crying-baby/calming-techniques 

 
http://www.childrenscolorado.org/ wellness-
safety/calm-a-crying-baby/parents/resources 

 
Document in Resources: 
Calm a Crying Baby Brochure 

All Types 

7.702.33G A Department-
approved Standard 
Precautions 
training that 
meets current 
occupational 
safety and health 
administration 

The individual reviewing 
the exposure plan with 
the staff must sign the 
standard precautions 
certificate. 

This is a federal requirement to ensure 
safety precautions. 

 
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.
com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Train
ing&lang=en 
 
https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owasta

All Types 

http://www.childrenscolorado.org/%20wellness-safety/calm-a-crying-baby/calming-techniques
http://www.childrenscolorado.org/%20wellness-safety/calm-a-crying-baby/calming-techniques
http://www.childrenscolorado.org/%20wellness-safety/calm-a-crying-baby/parents/resources
http://www.childrenscolorado.org/%20wellness-safety/calm-a-crying-baby/parents/resources
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JoU1XNezpj96uNN5StbIu--XOPFeEU_q
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Training&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Training&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Training&lang=en
https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owastand.display_standard_group?p_toc_level=1&p_part_number=1910
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(OSHA) 
requirements prior 
to working with 
children. This 
training must be 
renewed annually 
and counts 
towards ongoing 
training 
requirements. 

nd.display_standard_group?p_toc_level=1&p_
part_number=1910 

7.702.33H Within 30 calendar 
days of 
employment and 
annually, all 
employees and 
regular volunteers 
must be trained 
using a 
Department-
approved training 
about child abuse 
prevention, 
including common 
symptoms and 
signs of child 
abuse. 

The Colorado 
Department of 
Human Services 
(CDHS) Mandatory 
Reporting Online 
Training is a no cost 
training that counts 
for two hours of 
ongoing training.  
(This training counts 
for 7.702.33I and 
7.702.33H) 

 
Trainings completed by 
CDHS, county child 
protection agency or 
the Kempe Center will 
be accepted. 

 
Course content must 
comply with national 
best practice standards. 

The toll-free statewide child abuse and 
reporting line is: 

 
1-844-CO 4 Kids 
-or- 
1-844- 264-5437 

 
CDHS online reporting training can be 
accessed using this link: 

 
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.
com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Train
ing&lang=en 

 
https://www.coloradocwts.com/mandatedre
porter-training 
 
Blue Sky Bridge is an approved training. 

All Types 

7.702.33I Within 30 CDHS offers a no cost, The toll-free statewide child abuse and All Types 

https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owastand.display_standard_group?p_toc_level=1&p_part_number=1910
https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owastand.display_standard_group?p_toc_level=1&p_part_number=1910
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Training&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Training&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Training&lang=en
https://www.coloradocwts.com/mandatedreporter-training
https://www.coloradocwts.com/mandatedreporter-training
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calendar days 
of employment 
and annually all 
employees and 
regular 
volunteers must 
be trained using 
a Department-
approved 
training on how 
to report, 
where to report 
and when to 
report 
suspected or 
known child 
abuse or 
neglect. 

Mandatory Reporting 
Training that counts for 
two hours of ongoing 
training. (This training 
counts for 7.702.33I and 
7.702.33H). Approved 
trainings can be found 
at The Kempe Center 
and county child 
protection agencies. 
The training content 
includes how to report, 
where to report and 
when to report 
suspected or known 
child abuse. 

 
Course content must 
comply with national 
best practice 
standards. 

reporting line is: 
 

1-844-CO 4 Kids 
-or- 

1-844- 264-5437 
 
CDHS on line reporting training can be 
accessed using this link: 

 
https://www.coloradocwts.com/mandatedrep
orter-training 
 
Blue Sky Bridge is an approved training. 

7.702.33J The child care 
center must 
ensure that all 
staff is familiar 
with the 
licensing rules 
governing child 
care centers 
within 30 
calendar days 
of employment 
at the center. 

Employee signed and 
dated documentation 
must be on file, 
indicating that they are 
familiar with the 
licensing rules and that 
the training occurred 
within 30 days. 

To verify all staff have knowledge and 
understanding of their role in implementing 
and ensuring compliance of the rules and 
regulations. 

All Types 

https://www.coloradocwts.com/mandatedreporter-training
https://www.coloradocwts.com/mandatedreporter-training
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7.702.33K All staff who 
work with 
children must 
complete a 
minimum of 15 
clock hours of 
training each 
year beginning 
with the start 
date of the 
employee. At 
least three (3) 
clock hours per 
year must be in 
the focus of 
social 
emotional 
development. 

The social emotional 
focus may be included 
as part of a broader 
training covering other 
topics. However, there 
must be documentation 
indicating the length of 
time the social 
emotional component 
was covered as part of 
the training. 

 
The title of the 
training does not 
need to be referred 
to as “Social 
Emotional”. 

 
The 15 hours or training 
can be documented by: 
time of employee start 
date, school year or 
calendar year (January 
to January). Please 
indicate how training is 
being tracked with your 
Licensing Specialist 
during the Supervisory 
visit. 

Ongoing professional development ensures 
staff is current on appropriate Early Childhood 
practices. Social emotional training was 
included to promote this critical aspect of 
early childhood development. 

All Types 
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7.702.33L8a Each one (1) 
semester hour 
course with a 
direct connection 
to the competency 
area listed in 
Section 7.702.33, l, 
1-8, taken at a 
regionally 
accredited college 
or university shall 
count as 15 clock 
hours of ongoing 
training. 

 These are the ECE courses that could be used 
to meet the Early Childhood Teacher or 
Director qualifications. 

All Types 

7.702.33L8b Training hours 
completed can 
only be counted 
during the year 
taken and cannot 
be carried over. 

Training hours can be 
tracked by calendar 
year, school year or 
from date of hire. The 
facility must be able to 
identify how the training 
is being tracked. 
Documentation of a 
related college course 
must be accompanied by 
an official/ unofficial or 
copy of a transcript. 

Allows facilities more flexibility 
documenting 
ongoing professional development training 
hours. 

 
Current trainings are critical to ensuring that 
staff members are receiving continuous, up- to- 
date, professional development. 

All Types 

7.702.33M1- 
6 

To be counted for 
ongoing training, 
the training 
certificate must 
have 
documentation 
that includes: 

Any training certificate 
without a signature will 
be assessed individually 
by the Department for 
acceptance. All 
Colorado Shines, Office 
of Professional 

Colorado Competencies for early childhood 
educators and administrators. 

 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/educatortalent/e
cwd-competencies 

All Types 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/educatortalent/ecwd-competencies
http://www.cde.state.co.us/educatortalent/ecwd-competencies
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1. The title of 
the training; and, 

 
2.  The competency 
domain; and, 

 
3. The date and 
clock hours of the 
training; and, 

 
4. The name or 
signature, or other 
approved method 
of verifying the 
identity of trainer 
or entity; and, 

 
5. Expiration of 
training if 
applicable; and, 

 
6. Connection to 
social emotional 
focus if 
applicable. 

Development trainings 
will be accepted as they 
are a verified entity. 

 
CDHS Mandatory 
Reporting Training 
counts for two hours of 
ongoing training. 

 
The CDHS mandatory 
reporting training 
certificate does not 
have a signature. This 
training will be 
acceptable. 

7.702.33N Within thirty (30) 
calendar days of 
employment and 
annually all staff 
responsible for 
collection, review 
and maintenance 

Written documentation 
verifying completion of 
the training must be in 
the staff member’s 
file. 

 
The online training 

Collections and maintenance of immunization 
records is critical during periods of outbreak. In 
case of an outbreak the facility needs to be 
able to identify non-immunized children for 
exclusion of care. Since immunization 
requirements for children are updated three 
times a year, annual training ensures staff has 

All Types 
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of the child 
immunizations 
records must 
complete the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Public Health and 
Environment 
(CDPHE) 
immunization 
course. 

counts for 2½ hours of 
ongoing training. 
 
This training needs to 
be completed annually.  
 
Course content must 
comply with national 
best practice standards. 

knowledge of current requirements. 
 
The CDPHE immunization course can be found 
online: 

 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/colo
rado-immunization-information-system-ciis 

7.702.33P Within 30 
calendar days of 
the last day of 
employment, 
staff members 
must be provided 
a letter verifying 
their experience 
at the center. The 
letter must 
contain the 
center’s address, 
phone number 
and license 
number, the 
employee’s start 
and end 
date and the total 
number of hours 
worked with 
children. Hours 
worked with infants 

The director or 
governing body should 
maintain a paper or 
electronic copy of the 
letter for documentation 
purposes. 

Ensures staff members have verification of 
work experience for future employment. 

 
Document in Resources: 
Employment Verification Letter 

All Types 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/colorado-immunization-information-system-ciis
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/colorado-immunization-information-system-ciis
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and toddlers must 
be documented 
separately from 
hours worked with 
other age groups. 
The letter must be 
signed by a 
director, owner or 
human resources 
agent of the center 
or governing body. 

7.702.41D When caring 
for children, 
staff must 
refrain from 
personal use of 
electronics, 
including but 
not limited to, 
cell phones and 
portable 
electronic 
devices. 

Use of personal cell 
phones, smartwatches, 
or other electronic 
devices during 
supervision of children 
is prohibited. 
Technology may be 
used for educational 
purposes including, but 
not limited to, 
assessment, 
documentation of 
observations, 
curriculum purposes 
and attendance 
tracking. However, it 
must not interfere with 
active supervision and 
interaction with 
children. 

 
During an emergency, 

To ensure facility employees are supervising 
and actively engaged with children. 

All Types 
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personal cell phones 
may be used to call for 
assistance. 

7.702.41H Staff members 
must be current for 
all immunizations 
routinely 
recommended for 
adults by their 
health care 
provider. 

Documentation for 
immunizations may 
include a copy of a 
staff member’s 
immunization card 
or a signed 
statement by the 
staff member that 
their immunizations 
are up to date. 

Children under age 5 are most vulnerable to 
vaccine-preventable diseases and their 
complications. 

 
Infants and toddlers are most likely to catch 
pertussis (whooping cough) from family 
members and caregivers. Adults may spread 
the illness without even knowing they are sick. 
Whooping cough is most dangerous for young 
babies and young children. Fully immunized 
staff help protect children against these 
potentially fatal diseases. 

 
http://www.immunizeforgood. 
com/resource-center/adolescent-and-
adult-vaccination 

 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ 
pubs/pinkbook/index.html 

 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/ cdphe/get-
vaccinated 

All Types 

7.702.41I All staff members 
must submit to the 
center a medical 
statement, signed 
and dated by a 
licensed physician 
or other health 
care professional, 

To meet this 
regulation, the 
subsequent date must 
be on the medical 
statement. Health 
forms missing the 
subsequent date will 
be determined 

The health care professional should determine 
when the staff member is due for the next 
medical statement. 

 
Document in Resources: 
Staff Health Evaluation 

All Types 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/index.html
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/get-vaccinated
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/get-vaccinated
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verifying that they 
are in good 
mental, physical, 
and emotional 
health appropriate 
for the position for 
which they have 
been hired. This 
statement must be 
dated no more 
than six (6) months 
prior to 
employment or 
within 30 calendar 
days after the date 
of employment. 
This statement 
must indicate 
when subsequent 
medical 
statements are 
required. 

incomplete and will 
not be accepted. 

 
A form can be 
developed by the 
facility that provides 
the health care provider 
the option of specifying 
a date or an option to 
select the return date. 
If the format includes a 
subsequent date, it 
must be completed and 
initialed by the health 
care professional. 

7.702.42A1 A bachelor degree 
in early childhood 
education from a 
regionally 
accredited 
Colorado college or 
university. 
Additional 
experience is 
not required; 

A degree from any 
regionally accredited 
college or university is 
acceptable. This rule is 
to highlight that 
Colorado requires a 
bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood 
Education. 

The Department has cross walked all 
Colorado college early childhood education 
courses with rules and regulations. 

 
Regional accreditation is the education 
accreditation of colleges and universities in the 
United States by one of seven accrediting 
agencies. The accreditation process is a way for 
colleges and universities to demonstrate to 
employers and licensing agencies that their 
credits and degrees meet minimum standards. 

All Types 
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Middle States Commission:   (M)-Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands. 

 
New England Association: (E H)-Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and Vermont. 

 
Higher Learning Commission: (NH)-Arizona, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming. 

 
Northwest Commission:  (NW)-Alaska, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah and 
Washington. 

 
Southern Association: (SC)-Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, Virginia 

 
Western Association:  (WC) -Western 
Association of Schools and College- 
Accrediting commission for Community and 
Junior Colleges 

7.702.42A2 A current early 
childhood 
professional 

This letter must be 
submitted to the 
Department with the 

Align with PDIS credential options. 
 
https://www.cde.state. co.us/early/colorado- 

All Types 
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Credential Level IV 
Version 2.0 as 
determined by the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Education; 

application for a Large 
Center Director Letter. 

professionalcredentials 

7.702.42A 
3,4 

Completion of all 
of the following 
three (3) semester 
hour courses from 
a regionally 
accredited college 
or university, at 
either a two (2) 
year, four (4) year 
or graduate level, 
in each of the 
following subject 
or content areas: 

a. Introduction 
to early 
childhood 
professions; 
b. Introducti
on to early 
childhood lab 
techniques; 
c. Early 
childhood 
guidance 
strategies for 
children; 

A degree from any 
regionally accredited 
college or university is 
acceptable. A degree 
from a Colorado 
regionally accredited 
college or university is 
not required. 

 
Individuals must submit 
official unopened 
transcripts or electronic 
transcripts submitted 
directly from the 
regionally accredited 
college or university. 

 
The 10 required 
courses may be 
completed as part of a 
degree or individually. 
 

Regional accreditation is the education 
accreditation of colleges and universities in the 
United States by one of six accrediting 
agencies. The accreditation process is a way 
for colleges and universities to demonstrate to 
employers and licensing agencies that their 
credits and degrees meet minimum standards. 
 
Middle States Commission: (M)-Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands. 

 
New England Association: (EH)-Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and Vermont. 
 
Higher Learning Commission: (NH)-Arizona, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming. 

 
Northwest Commission:  (NW)-Alaska, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah and 
Washington. 

All Types 
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d. Early 
childhood 
health, 
nutrition, and 
safety; 
e. Administrati
on of early 
childhood care 
and education 
programs; 
f. Administrati
on: human 
relations for 
early childhood 
professions or 
introduction to 
business; 
g. Early 
childhood 
curriculum 
development; 
h. Early 
childhood growth 
and 
development; 
i. The 
exceptional 
child; and, 

 
4. Completion of a 
course of training 
approved by the 
Department that 

 
Southern Association: (SC)-Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia 
 

Western Association: (WC) -Western Association 
of Schools and College- Accrediting commission 
for Community and Junior Colleges 
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includes course 
content listed at 
Section 7.702.42, 
A, 3, a-j, and 
experience listed 
at Section 
7.702.42, B. 

7.702.42B1 Persons with 
Bachelor’s or 
master’s degree 
with a major 
emphasis in child 
development, 
early childhood 
education, early 
childhood special 
education, or an 
early childhood 
professional 
Credential Level 
IV Version 
2.0 as 
determined by 
the Colorado 
Department of 
Education; no 
additional 
experience is 
required. 

This letter must be 
submitted to the 
Department with the 
application for a Large 
Center Director Letter. 

Align with PDIS credential options. 
 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/early/ 
coloradoprofessionalcredentials 

All Types 

7.702.42C2 Except individuals 
holding an early 
childhood 

Whenever a credential is 
referenced in rule it 
must be a valid current 

Regional accreditation is the education 
accreditation of colleges and universities in the 
United States by one of seven accrediting 

All Types 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/early/coloradoprofessionalcredentials
https://www.cde.state.co.us/early/coloradoprofessionalcredentials
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professional 
Credential Level IV 
Version 2.0 as 
determined by the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Education, 
directors meeting 
all large center 
director 
requirements in 
Section 7.702.42, 
A, in centers 
operating more 
than six (6) hours a 
day must complete 
a three (3) 
semester credit 
hour course from a 
regionally 
accredited college 
or university every 
five (5) years in a 
subject related to 
the operation of a 
center and must 
be able to 
demonstrate the 
relationship of the 
course taken to 
the operation of 
the center. 

credential. Individuals 
holding a Level IV 
version 2.0 will need to 
renew their credential 
every three years. 

 
All individuals holding a 
valid Large Center 
Director Letter who 
work in centers 
operating more than six 
hours a day will need to 
complete a three 
semester hour course 
from a regionally 
accredited college or 
university by February 
2, 2021. 

 
The subject of the 
course can be in any 
subject related to the 
operation of a center 
(e.g. accounting, 
human relations, 
business, language, 
etc.). The course does 
not need to be in Early 
Childhood Education. 

 
To be counted for 
ongoing training, all 
college course grades 

agencies. The accreditation process is a way for 
colleges and universities to demonstrate to 
employers and licensing agencies that their 
credits and degrees meet minimum standards. 

 
Middle States Commission: (M)-Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands. 

 
New England Association: (EH)-Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and Vermont. 

 
Higher Learning Commission: (NH)-Arizona, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming. 

 
Northwest Commission: (NW)-Alaska, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah and 
Washington. 

 
Southern Association: (SC)-Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia. 
 
Western Association: (WC) -Western Association 
of Schools and College- Accrediting commission 
for Community and Junior Colleges. 
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must be a “C” or 
better. 

 
The credential guidelines require ongoing 
training to renew the credential. 

 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
early/coloradoprofessional- credentials 

7.702.42E1 
a,b,c 

Substitute 
director 
requirements: At 
all times, every 
large child care 
center must 
have a substitute 
director that 
meets all of the 
requirements for 
director as listed 
at Section 
7.702.42, A and 
B. When the 
director of the 
large child care 
center cannot be 
present 60 
percent of any 
day the center is 
in operation, the 
equally qualified 
substitute 
director must 
substitute for 
the director. In 
an emergency 

“Emergency” means a 
sudden, urgent, usually 
unexpected occurrence 
or occasion requiring 
immediate action. 

 
“Emergency or urgent 
situation” means a 
personal or family 
situation that is critical 
in nature, which 
requires the 
provider to take 
immediate action 
and leave the 
home to handle 
the emergency 
situation. 

 
The other 40 percent 
of the day there must 
be a staff member 
assigned at the center 
to perform the duties 
of a director as they 
arise. 

This ensures a qualified person is 
on-site that can perform director duties. 

All Types 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/early/coloradoprofessionalcredentials
https://www.cde.state.co.us/early/coloradoprofessionalcredentials
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situation, when 
the equally 
qualified 
director 
substitute 
cannot be 
present, an 
individual that 
does not meet 
all of the 
director 
educational and 
experience 
requirements 
may substitute 
for the director 
for a maximum 
of two (2) weeks 
per calendar 
year if they 
meet one or 
more of the 
following 
requirements: 

 
a. At least one (1) 
year of experience 
as an early 
childhood teacher 
at the center. 

 
b. A Bachelor of 
Arts or Bachelor 
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of Science in the 
human services 
field. 

 
c. Qualification as 
an early childhood 
teacher and 
completion of at 
least half of the 
required 
coursework for 
director 
qualifications 
including the two 
(2) administration 
classes; 
administration of 
early childhood 
care and education 
programs and 
administration; 
human relations 
for early childhood 
professions. 

7.702.42E2a Whenever the 
director of a 
drop-in child 
care center 
cannot be 
present 50 
percent of any 
day the center is 
in operation, a 

A full year is 1,820 
hours. 

 All Types 
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substitute that 
meets one of the 
following 
qualifications 
must be present: 
At least one (1) 
year of 
experience as a 
qualified early 
childhood 
teacher at the 
drop-in child 
care center; 

7.702.42E2b 18 months of 
experience as a 
qualified early 
childhood teacher 
with children less 
than 12 years of 
age and at least six 
(6) months 
experience at the 
drop-in child care 
center; 

18 months equals 2,730 
hours. 

 All Types 

7.702.43A3 The director or 
substitute director 
of a small center 
must have 
completed one of 
the following: 
Three (3) years’ 
satisfactory 
experience in the 

Completion of the 
entire Pyramid Plus 
Approach training 
course can be 
substituted for the 
guidance strategy 
course. 

 
The Pyramid Plus 

Allows flexibility for programs to meet this 
regulation. 

 
The Colorado Center for Social Emotional 
Competence and Inclusion 
www.PyramidPlus.org 

All Types 

http://www.pyramidplus.org/
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group care of 
children less than 
six (6) years of age 
(5,460 hours) and 
at least two (2) 3-
semester hours 
from a regionally 
accredited college 
or university, at 
either a two year, 
four year or 
graduate level, in 
each of the 
following subject or 
content areas in 
early childhood 
education; one of 
the courses must 
be either 
introduction to 
early childhood 
education or 
guidance 
strategies; 

Approach training 
taught by a certified 
Pyramid coach/ trainer 
which includes 18 
sessions and receipt of 
a Certificate of Training 
from The Colorado 
Center for Social 
Competence and 
Inclusion will substitute 
for the ECE 103 
Guidance and Strategies 
for Young Children 
training. 

7.702.43A5 The director or 
substitute director 
of a small center 
must have 
completed one of 
the following: 
Current 
certification as a 
Child Development 

Other Department-
approved credentials 
include but are not 
limited to: Stanley 
British Primary School, 
American Montessori 
International (AMI) 
American Montessori, 
North American 

For further information and future changes 
please reference the Early Childhood Teacher/ 
Director equivalency charts found on the 
following website: www.coloradoofficeofearly- 
childhood.com 
 
An individual using a CDA credential for 
qualification must provide a copy of the 
certificate issued by the Council for 

All Types 

http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Professional-Certifications&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Professional-Certifications&lang=en
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Associate (CDA) or 
other Department-
approved 
credential; 

Montessori Center, 
Society (AMS) United 
Montessori Association, 
Center for Guided 
Montessori 
Studies and the Caspari 
Montessori Institute. 

 
The CDA credential 
must provide copy of 
certificate issued by 
the Council for 
Professional 
Recognition 
www.cdacouncil.org. 

Professional Recognition. www.cdacouncil.org 

7.702.44A1 An early childhood 
teacher, assigned 
responsibility for a 
single group of 
children and 
working under the 
supervision of a 
director, must be 
at least 18 years 
of age and must 
meet at least one 
of the following 
qualifications. 

An Early Childhood 
Teacher certificate is 
not required by 
licensing. An Early 
Childhood Teacher 
Certificate should only 
be requested in cases 
where the qualifications 
are not clear (i.e. 
foreign transcripts or 
from other states or 
when the degree is not 
aligned with the current 
ECE course work). 

 
Facilities should consult 
with their licensing 
specialist prior to 

 All Types 

http://www.cdacouncil.org/
http://www.cdacouncil.org/
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submitting an 
application for an Early 
Childhood Teacher 
certificate. 

 
The licensing specialist 
may be able to 
determine most 
qualifications. 

7.702.44A1b A Bachelor’s 
degree from a 
regionally 
accredited 
college or 
university with a 
major area of 
study in any area 
other than those 
listed at Section 
7.702.54.A.1, and 
an additional two 
(2) three-
semester hours in 
early childhood 
education college 
courses with one 
course being 
either 
introduction to 
early childhood 
education or 
guidance 
strategies. 

Directors of programs 
or administrators/ 
hiring authority are 
expected to review 
transcripts, experience 
and hire qualified staff 
for the program. The 
Department has cross-
walked all Colorado 
college early childhood 
education courses with 
rules and regulations. 
Please reference the 
cross-walked courses on 
the website. 

Regional accreditation is the education 
accreditation of colleges and universities in the 
United States by one of the accrediting 
agencies. The accreditation process is a way 
for colleges and universities to demonstrate to 
employers and licensing agencies that their 
credits and degrees meet minimum standards.  
 

All Types 
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7.702.44A1c Current early 
childhood 
professional 
Credential Level III 
Version 3.0 as 
determined by the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Education. 

Correction: Version 
should be 2.0 not 3.0. 

 
It is not necessary to 
submit this credential 
for an Early Childhood 
Teacher certificate, as 
this letter is not 
required by licensing. 

 All Types 

7.702.44A1d A two (2)-year 
college degree, 60 
semester hours, in 
early childhood 
education from a 
regionally 
accredited college 
or university, 
which must 
include at least 
two (2) three-
semester hour 
courses, one of 
which must be 
either 
introduction to 
early childhood 
education or 
guidance 
strategies; and at 
least six (6) 
months (910 
hours) of 
satisfactory 

The Pyramid Plus 
Approach Training 
taught by a certified 
Pyramid coach/trainer 
which includes 18 
sessions and receipt of 
Certificate of Training 
from The Colorado 
Center for Social 
Competence and 
Inclusion, will 
substitute for ECE 103 
Guidance and 
Strategies for Young 
Children. 

 All Types 
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experience. 
7.702.44A1e Completion of a 

vocational or 
occupational 
education 
sequence in child 
growth and 
development plus 
12 months (1,820 
hours) of verified 
experience in the 
care and 
supervision of four 
(4) or more 
children less than 
six (6) years of age 
who are not related 
to the individual. 

Examples of a 
vocational or 
occupational sequence 
include but are not 
limited to: Early 
Childhood Sequence 
from Emily Griffith, 
Pickens Tech and 
Warren Tech. 

www.emilygriffith.edu/ 
 
http://www.picken- stech.org/ 

 
www.warrentech.org 

All Types 

7.702.44A1f Current 
certification as a 
Child Development 
Associate (CDA) or 
other Department- 
approved 
credential. 

Other Department-
approved credentials 
include but are not 
limited to: Stanley 
British Primary School, 
American Montessori 
international (AMI) 
American Montessori, 
North American 
Montessori Center, 
Society (AMS) United 
Montessori Association, 
Center for Guided 
Montessori Studies and 
Caspari Montessori 

For further information and future changes 
please reference the Early Childhood Teacher/ 
Director equivalency charts found on the 
following website: www.coloradoofficeofearly- 
childhood.com 

 
 

All Types 

http://www.emilygriffith.edu/
http://www.pickenstech.org/
http://www.warrentech.org/
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Professional-Certifications&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Professional-Certifications&lang=en
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Institute. 
 
The CDA credential 
must provide copy of 
certificate issued by 
the Council for 
Professional 
Recognition. 
www.cdacouncil.org 

7.702.44A1i 24 months (3,640 
hours) of verified 
experience in the 
care and 
supervision of four 
(4) or more 
children less than 
six (6) years of age 
who are not 
related to the 
individual. 
Satisfactory 
experience 
includes being a 
licensee of a 
Colorado family 
child care home; a 
teacher’s aide or 
teacher in a child 
care center, 
preschool, or 
elementary school, 
plus either: 

Satisfactory 
experience is applied 
consistently whenever 
a rule reference’s 
verification of 
experience. 
Satisfactory 
experience includes 
being a licensee of a 
Colorado Family Child 
Care Home; a 
teacher’s aide or 
teacher in a child care 
center, preschool, or 
elementary school. 

 
Experience (paid or 
unpaid) as an assistant 
in a licensed large 
Family Child Care Home 
is acceptable. 

It must be a Colorado licensed home as rules 
and regulations vary nationally. 

All Types 

file://hseftn207/root/usr/oec/HungxxSX/Admin%20Guides/CCC/www.cdacouncil.org
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7.702.44A1i1-
2 

1. A current 
Colorado Level I 
credential; or, 
 
2. Two (2) three-
semester hour early 
childhood education 
college courses from 
a  regionally 
accredited college 
or university at a 
either a two-year, 
four-year, or 
graduate level, in 
each of the 
following subject or 
content areas with 
one course being 
either introduction 
to early childhood 
education or 
guidance strategies. 

The Department will 
accept the original PDIS 
Credential version 1.0 
level I and the current 
PDIS Credential version 
2.0 level I and II. To 
meet this criteria, an 
individual would also 
need 24 months 
experience. 
 
The experience used to 
obtain the credential 
must be attached to 
the credential. The 
additional 24 months of 
experience to be ECT 
qualified must be in the 
staff member’s file and 
available for the 
licensing specialist to 
review.  
 
The other option is two 
years of experience 
with the two classes. 

PDIS website: 

https://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/home 

All Types 

7.702.44B1 Each teacher of a 
kindergarten 
class must have 
the same 
qualifications as 
a director for a 
large center (see 

Verification can be a 
current Colorado 
Teacher License in 
Elementary or Early 
Childhood Education. 

The Department is honoring the Colorado 
Teacher License for kindergarten teachers. 

All Types 

https://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/home


Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 45 
 

Section 
7.702.42), be 
state certified or 
licensed as an 
Elementary 
teacher by the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Education, or 
have a four (4) 
year degree from 
a regionally 
accredited 
college or 
university in 
Elementary or 
Early Childhood 
Education. 

7.702.44B2 A current early 
childhood 
professional 
Credential Level III 
Version 2.0 as 
determined by the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Education. 

It is not necessary to 
submit this credential 
for an Early Childhood 
Teacher certificate, as 
this letter is not 
required by licensing. 

 All Types 

7.702.44C1 Completion of one 
of the early 
childhood 
education courses 
in section 

The Assistant Early 
Childhood Teacher’s 
file must have written 
documentation 
verifying that the staff 
member is enrolled and 

 All Types 
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7.702.42, a, with 
a course grade of 
“C” or better and 
12 months (1,820 
hours) verified 
experience in the 
care and 
supervision of four 
(4) or more 
children less than 
six (6) years of 
age, who are not 
related to the 
individual. 
Satisfactory 
experience 
includes being a 
licensee of a 
family child care 
home; a teacher’s 
aide in a center, 
pre- school or 
elementary school; 
assistant early 
childhood teachers 
must be enrolled in 
and attending the 
second (2nd) early 
childhood 
education class 
which will be used 
as the basis for 

attending the second 
early childhood class 
for the qualification. 
 
The Assistant Early 
Childhood Teacher 
must be at least 18 
years of age. 
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their qualification 
for the position of 
early childhood 
teacher; 

7.702.44C3 A current early 
childhood 
professional 
Credential Level I 
Version 1.0 or 2.0 as 
determined by the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Education. 

A level 1 version 
1.0 credential is a 
credential issued under 
the previous credential 
criteria. 

 
A level 1 version 2.0 
credential is the new 
credential issued after 
July 1, 2015. 

 All Types 

7.702.44E1 Volunteers who 
work more than 14 
calendar days (112 
hours) per calendar 
year who are used 
to meet staff to 
child ratio must be 
equally qualified as 
an early childhood 
teacher, assistant 
early childhood 
teacher or aide 
and have complete 
staff records as 
required in section 
7.702.92. 

Facility must maintain 
a record of the hours 
worked by the 
volunteer. 

 
Volunteers that work 
more than 14 calendar 
days (112 hours) are 
required to complete 
the fifteen hours of 
ongoing training. 

This is to make sure frequent volunteers have 
the requirements that are necessary for all 
staff. 

All Types 

7.702.44E Volunteers who 
work more than 14 
calendar days (112 

The facility must 
maintain a record of the 
hours worked by the 

As defined in Colorado Revised Statutes All Types 

https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/DisplayRule.do?action=ruleinfo&ruleId=2827&deptID=9&agencyID=107&deptName=Department%20of%20Human%20Services&agencyName=Social%20Services%20Rules%20(Staff%20Manual%20Volume%207;%20Child%20Welfare,%20Child%20Care%20Facilities)&seriesNum=12%20CCR%202509-8
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hours) per calendar 
year who are used 
to meet staff to 
child ratio must be 
equally qualified as 
an early childhood 
teacher, assistant 
early childhood 
teacher or aide and 
have complete staff 
records as required 
in Section 7.702.92. 

volunteer. Volunteers 
must complete 
fingerprint-based 
background checks and 
the State Department 
automated child abuse 
and neglect background 
check. 

7.702.44E5 Volunteers 
between the ages 
of 12 and 16 must 
have a written 
purpose developed 
by the center for 
volunteering and 
may not volunteer 
for more than two 
(2) hours per day. 

The facility must 
maintain a record of the 
hours worked by the 
volunteer. 

Encourages programs to mentor youth in the 
field of early childhood. 

 
Document in Resources: 
Visitor Sign-in Sheet – Sample 
Volunteer Log – Sample 
Volunteer Policy – Sample  

Full day 
programs only 

7.702.45A1 For full day 
programs, during 
times of low 
attendance and/ or 
during the first and 
last hour of the 
day, when only 
eight (8) or fewer 
children are 
present in the 
facility, there must 

The program shall 
have policies ensuring 
the second person is 
immediately available 
and two staff 
members on duty 
when the ninth child 
arrives. Staff members 
must be onsite and 
available to 
immediately enter the 

This provides flexibility to the program during 
times of low attendance when there are eight 
or fewer children present at the facility. 

All except 
drop-in 

facilities 
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be at least one (1) 
early childhood 
teacher or assistant 
early childhood 
teacher working 
with the children 
and a second staff 
member 
immediately 
available. There 
must be no more 
than two (2) 
children less than 
the age of two (2) 
present. When nine 
(9) or more 
children are in 
attendance, at 
least two (2) staff 
members must be 
on duty. 

classroom or provide 
assistance during an 
emergency. The 
program shall have a 
safety checklist prior 
to combining the 
younger and older 
children together, to 
ensure there are not 
any choking items 
accessible to the 
children less than 3 
years of age. Children 
must be combined in 
the classroom licensed 
for the youngest child 
currently cared for in 
the group. 

7.702.45A2 The director or 
director substitute 
of the center must 
be present at the 
center at least 60 
percent of any day 
that the center is 
open. 

The director must be 
present at least 60 
percent of the day to 
complete the following 
director duties 
including, but not 
limited to: greeting 
and assisting visitors to 
the program, providing 
human resource 
management, 
supervision of program 

The director must be at the center at least 
60 percent of the day to oversee daily 
operation and function of the center. 

Drop-in 
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staff, responding to 
emergencies, 
addressing parental 
needs and complying 
with regulations. The 
other 40 percent of the 
day, there must be a 
staff member assigned 
at the center to 
perform the duties of a 
director as they arise. 

7.702.45A3 The director or 
substitute 
director of an 
extended hour 
drop-in child 
care center 
operating at 
least six (6) 
calendar days 
per week must 
be present at 
the center or 
involved in 
director 
activities at 
least 50 percent 
of the hours of 
operation of any 
day the center is 
in operation. 

The director or 
substitute director 
must be present at 
least 50 percent of the 
hours of operation to 
complete the 
following director 
duties including, but 
not limited to, 
greeting and assisting 
visitors to the 
program, providing 
human resource 
management, 
supervision of program 
staff, responding to 
emergencies, 
addressing parental 
needs and complying 
with regulations. The 
other 50 percent of 
the day there must be 

The director must be at the drop-in center at 
least 50 percent of the day to oversee daily 
operation and function of the center. 

Drop-in 
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a staff member 
assigned at the center 
to perform the duties 
of a director as they 
arise. 

7.702.45A4a If the director is 
not on site at the 
center for a 
portion of any day 
the center is in 
operation, the 
director must be 
available by phone. 

When the director is 
not on site at the drop-
in center, the director 
must be available by 
phone. 

The director must be available to address any 
situation requiring director assistance that may 
arise. 

All Types 

7.702.45A5 There must be 
assigned at least 
one qualified early 
childhood teacher 
supervising each 
group of children 
unless otherwise 
specified in rules. 
A director may be 
the assigned 
teacher for one 
group of children. 

The Early Childhood 
Teacher must be 
present with the group 
of children to count as 
supervising. 
Please see also 
7.702.2D. The Early 
Childhood Teacher must 
have verification of 
qualifications in the 
staff file. 

Clarifies that only staff supervising the group 
of children are counted. Allows the director 
the flexibility to work in a classroom. 

Full day 
programs/ 
Preschool only 

7.702.45A6 Part day programs 
must have an early 
childhood teacher 
supervise each 
group of children at 
all times. Full day 
programs may have 
assistant early 

The Early Childhood 
Teacher must be 
present in the 
classroom with the 
group of children in 
order to count for 
supervision. The Early 
Childhood Teacher 

Allowing programs the flexibility for an 
assistant early childhood teacher to be in 
charge of a group of children at specified 
times only. 

Full day 
programs/ 
Preschool only 
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childhood teachers 
supervise preschool 
age and older 
children during the 
following periods of 
operation: 

must have 
verification of 
qualifications. 

7.702.45A6a Opening hours: an 
assistant early 
childhood teacher 
may be alone with 
children for the 
first two (2) hours 
of a center’s daily 
operating hours. 

The assistant early 
childhood teacher must 
have verification of 
qualifications in the 
staff file. Proper staff-
to-child ratio must be 
followed per staff-to-
child ratios 7.702.45A1-
2. This replaces 
memorandum 2010-08. 

Allowing programs the flexibility for an 
assistant early childhood teacher to be in 
charge of a group of children at specified 
times only. 

Full day 
programs/ 
Preschool only 

7.702.45A6a Opening hours: an 
assistant early 
childhood teacher 
may be alone with 
children for the 
first two (2) hours 
of a center’s daily 
operating hours. 

The assistant early 
childhood teacher must 
have verification of 
qualifications in the 
staff file. Proper staff-
to-child ratio must be 
followed per staff-to-
child ratios 7.702.45A1-
2. This replaces 
memorandum 2010-08. 

Allowing programs the flexibility for an 
assistant early childhood teacher to be in 
charge of a group of children at specified 
times only. 

Full day 
programs/ 
Preschool only 

7.702.45A6b Nap time: an 
assistant early 
childhood teacher 
may be alone with 
children for up to 
one (1) hour during 
nap time. 

The assistant early 
childhood teacher must 
have verification of 
qualifications in the 
staff file. Proper staff to 
child ratio must be 
followed per staff to 

Allowing programs the flexibility for an 
assistant early childhood teacher to be in 
charge of a group of children at specified 
times only. 

Full day 
programs/ 
Preschool only 
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child ratios 7.702.45A1-
2. This replaces 
memorandum 2010-08. 

7.702.45A6c Closing hours: an 
assistant early 
childhood teacher 
may be alone with 
children for up to 
the two (2) hours 
prior to the closing 
time of a center’s 
daily operations. 

The assistant early 
childhood teacher must 
have verification of 
qualifications in the 
staff file. Proper staff-
to-child ratio must be 
followed per staff-to-
child ratios 7.702.45A1-
2. This replaces 
memorandum 
2010-08. 

Allowing programs the flexibility to allow 
assistant early childhood staff be in charge of 
a group of children at specified times only. 

Full day 
programs/ 
Preschool 
only 

7.702.45A6d Taking children to 
the 
restroom/diapering
. 

The assistant early 
childhood teacher must 
have verification of 
qualifications in the 
staff file. This replaces 
memorandum 2010-08. 

Allowing programs the flexibility for an 
assistant early childhood teacher to be in 
charge of a group of children at specified times 
only. 

All Types 

7.702.45A7 At least one (1) 
staff member with 
current 
Department-
approved 
medication 
administration 
training and 
delegation must be 
on duty at all 
times. 

The staff member 
must have verification 
of current medication 
administration training 
and current delegation 
on file and must also 
be in compliance with 
7.702.52 C 7. 

There needs to be one staff member available 
at all times to administer medication to any 
child who may need it. 

Full day 
programs/ 
preschool 
only 

7.702.45A8 At nap time, the This option is only This allows flexibility for programs to provide Full day 
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child to staff ratio 
may be doubled for 
children two and 
one half (2½) years 
of age and older in 
preschool 
classrooms when 
the following 
conditions have 
been met: 

available to classrooms 
licensed for preschool 
and older children 
requiring nap times. 

staff breaks and planning time. programs/ 
preschool 
only 

7.702.45A8a At least half of the 
children are 
sleeping. 

This option is only 
available to classrooms 
licensed for preschool 
and older children 
requiring nap times. 

This allows flexibility for programs to provide 
for staff breaks and planning time. 

Full day 
programs/ 
preschool 
only 

7.702.45A8b Another staff 
member is onsite 
in the center and 
immediately 
available. 

This option is only 
available to classrooms 
licensed for preschool 
and older children 
requiring nap times. 

This allows flexibility for programs to provide 
for staff breaks and planning time. 

Full day 
programs/ 
preschool 
only 

7.702.45A8c Maximum group 
size and room 
capacity are not 
exceeded. 

This option is only 
available to classrooms 
licensed for preschool 
and older children 
requiring nap times. 

This allows flexibility for programs to provide 
for staff breaks and planning time. 

Full day 
programs/ 
preschool 
only 

7.702.45A8d Staff member 
supervising 
children is 
qualified as an 
early childhood 
teacher or 
assistant early 

This option is only 
available to classrooms 
licensed for preschool 
and older children 
requiring nap times. 

This allows flexibility for programs to provide 
for staff breaks and planning time. 

All Types 
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childhood 
teacher. 

7.702.45A1 In determining 
staff-child ratios, 
only staff 
members or 
volunteers who 
work directly with 
children are 
counted. 

The program shall 
provide documentation 
of required 
qualifications for all 
staff 
members/volunteers 
that are counted in 
staff-child ratio. 

 
If volunteers are used 
to meet ratio, they 
must be qualified for 
the position they are 
assigned. For example, 
if the volunteer is 
acting in the capacity 
of an Early Childhood 
Teacher they must 
have verification of 
Early Childhood 
Teacher qualifications. 

 
If the volunteer is the 
assigned staff member 
for administering 
medications, the 
volunteer must meet all 
requirements for the 
administration of 
medication. 
7.702.52.A.7. 

To ensure only staff/ volunteers who are 
qualified and directly working with children 
are counted in staff-to-child ratio. 

Kindergarten 
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7.702.45A9 Formal 
kindergarten class 
sessions must have 
one (1) staff 
member for each 
25 or fewer 
children in 
attendance. At 
other parts of the 
day when children 
are in attendance, 
the ratio must be 
one (1 staff 
member to each 
15 or fewer 
children. 

This applies only to a 
formal kindergarten 
class. 

This allows for larger group size during period of 
intentional instruction. 

All Types 

7.702.45A10 Children of the 
director or of 
staff members 
who attend the 
center and other 
children on the 
premises for 
supervision and 
care must be 
counted against 
the licensed 
capacity in the 
appropriate age 
groups. 

Children of the 
director and staff 
members who attend 
the center must be in 
the appropriate 
licensed classroom. 
Proper staff-to-child 
ratio must be followed 
per section 7.702.45A1-
2. 

All children at the center for supervision 
must be cared for according to regulation. 

Preschool 

7.702.45A12a In other preschool 
age combinations, 
the staff ratio for 

The toddler ratios must 
be maintained for the 
youngest toddler child 

This allows programs the flexibility to have 
higher staff-to-child ratio when older children 
are present. 

Drop-In 
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the youngest child 
must be utilized if 
more than 20% of 
the group is 
composed of 
younger children. 
This does not apply 
to infants and 
toddlers. The ratio 
for toddler groups 
is based on the 
youngest child in 
the group. 

regardless of the 
percentage of children. 

7.702.45A12b Drop-in child care 
centers may follow 
a ratio of one (1) 
adult for every 
eight (8) children 
for children in a 
mixed age group of 
two (2) years of 
age to 12 years. 
One to two 
children one (1) 
year of age to 2 
years of age may 
join the preschool 
age group of 
children for short 
periods of time for 
structured 
activities as long as 
the one (1) year old 

This allows one or two 
children, 1 year of age 
to 2 years of age, to 
join the preschool 
group for short 
structured activities in 
drop in facilities only. 

 
Structured activities 
include: circle time, 
large group, cooking, 
art and special occasion 
programming. 

 
Structured activities 
should not be longer 
15 minutes. 

This allows for the transition of children to 
older age groups, and allows for younger age 
children to participate during structured 
activities. 

Preschool 



Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 58 
 

children are safely 
confined in a 
toddler seat or 
highchair. 

7.702.45A13a In other preschool 
age combinations, 
the maximum 
group size for the 
youngest child must 
be utilized if more 
than 20% percent of 
the group is 
composed of 
younger children. 
This does not apply 
to infants and 
toddlers. The group 
size for toddler 
groups is based on 
the youngest child 
in the group. 

The toddler maximum 
group size must be 
maintained according to 
the age of the youngest 
toddler child regardless 
of the percentage of 
children. 

This allows programs the flexibility to have a 
larger group size when older children are 
present. 

Preschool/ 
school-age 

7.702.45A13b Preschool age and 
school-age groups 
of children must be 
separated into 
developmentally 
appropriate 
activities. Groups 
are not required to 
be separated from 
each other by 
permanent or 
portable dividers or 

Preschool and school 
age groups of children 
must be separated 
into separate groups 
with an Early 
Childhood Teacher for 
each group. All staff 
members acting in the 
capacity of an Early 
Childhood Teacher 
must have verification 
of early childhood 

To ensure age groups of children are combined 
appropriate activities are offered. 

Preschool/ 
school-age 
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walls. teacher qualifications. 
7.702.45A13C Group size for 

children in 
preschool and 
school age 
classrooms may be 
exceeded for 
circle time, meal 
and snack time, 
special occasions 
and activities. 
The room capacity 
must not be 
exceeded. 

Group size for preschool 
and older may only be 
exceeded during times 
specified in rule. 

 
The proper number of 
Early Childhood 
Teachers must be 
present for the number 
of children in the group 
during this time. For 
example, a second 
Early Childhood 
Teacher is required 
when there are 21 
children between the 
ages of 3 and 4 years. 

 
The proper staff-to-
child ratio for the 
number of children in 
the age group must be 
maintained during this 
time. 
 
Special occasion and 
activities are events 
outside your typical 
curriculum and daily 
activities. This may 
include bringing in an 
outside person to lead 

Regardless of staff-to-child ratio, maximum 
group sizes must not be exceeded except for 
where specified in rule. The times group size 
may be exceeded are for times when children 
are engaged in activities that allow for easier 
supervision. 

Toddler 
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an educational 
activity; such as music 
person, 
science/nature 
person, librarian, 
and/or guest speaker 

7.702.45A13D Toddler-age groups 
of children must be 
separated from 
each other by 
permanent or 
portable dividers or 
other methods as 
approved by the 
Department. 

Examples of approved 
dividers are secured 
bookshelves, half walls 
and permanently 
installed gates and 
barriers. 

 
Dividers should be tall 
enough to prevent 
children from crossing 
into the other 
classroom. Dividers 
must be safe and 
sturdy. 

This allows programs to divide a classroom 
into separate learning environments. 

All Types 

7.702.45A13e When combining 
age groups, not 
including individual 
child transitions, 
children must be 
cared for in the 
room licensed for 
the youngest child 
in care, including 
the outdoor play 
area. 

Age groups must not be 
combined except where 
allowed in rule. When 
combining age groups, 
age appropriate but 
safe equipment and 
materials should be 
provided for older 
children. 

Allows for flexibility for combining age 
groups while ensuring they have age 
appropriate materials and equipment. 

All Types 

7.702.45B1 Service personnel 
must be available 

Housekeeping and food 
preparation tasks must 

Facility has personnel to ensure the physical 
environment must be maintained in safe, 

All Types 
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for 
housekeeping and 
food preparation as 
needed for 
adequate operation 
and maintenance 
of the center. 

not interfere with the 
supervision of children 
in the classroom. 

clean and hazard-free manner without 
impacting the supervision of children. 

7.702.45B2 Assignment of 
housekeeping and 
maintenance 
duties to child 
care staff must 
not interfere with 
their supervisory 
responsibilities 
and child care 
duties. 

Housekeeping and food 
preparation tasks must 
not interfere with the 
supervision of children 
in the classroom. 

Facility has personnel to ensure the physical 
environment is maintained in safe, clean and 
hazard-free manner without impacting the 
supervision of children. 

All Types 

7.702.45C3 The center must 
maintain 
documentation 
including the Child 
Care Health 
Consultants (CCHC) 
Department of 
Regulatory 
Agencies (DORA) 
proof of a 
Registered Nurse 
(RN) or Doctor of 
Medicine (MD) 
current licensure in 
good standing, a 
brief biography 

Professional credentials 
need to be verified with 
a copy of the DORA 
document and a resume 
demonstrating 
experience and 
knowledge working with 
children. A resume can 
be used for 
documentation of 
experience. 

 
Documentation must 
show the child care 
health consultant has 
valid qualifications. 

Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA) 
site: 

 
https://www.colorado.gov/ pacific/dora 

All Types 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora
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highlighting 
applicable 
knowledge, 
experience and 
approximate dates 
worked as a school 
nurse or child care 
health consultant 
commenced. 

7.702.45C4 Child Care Health 
Consultants (CCHC) 
hired after 
February 1, 2016, 
must complete the 
Department-
approved Child 
Care Health 
Consultant (CCHC) 
training within six 
(6) months. The 
center must obtain 
and maintain proof 
of course 
completion. 

This training will be 
accepted regardless of 
date of completion. 

 

Course content must 
comply with national 
best practice standards. 

 

 

To ensure that new CCHC’s have consistent 
approved training that will clarify the nature 
and type of consultations needed by child care 
facilities. 

 
Co-Train  
https://www.co.train.org/Desk- topShell.aspx 
Course number: 1003746 

All Types 

7.702.45C5 Child Care 
Health 
Consultants 
(CCHC) 
employed as a 
health 
consultant prior 
to February 1, 
2016, must 

To ensure that CCHC’s 
currently providing 
consultations have 
consistent approved 
training that will clarify 
the nature and type of 
consultations needed by 
child care facilities. 
Current CCHC’s will 

To ensure that new CCHC’s have consistent 
approved training that will clarify the nature 
and type of consultations needed by child care 
facilities. 

 
Co-Train 
 https://www.co.train.org/Desk- topShell.aspx 
Course number: 1003746 
 

All Types 

https://www.co.train.org/DesktopShell.aspx
https://www.co.train.org/DesktopShell.aspx
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complete the 
Department-
approved Child 
Care Health 
Consultant 
(CCHC) training 
by August 1, 
2016. The center 
must obtain and 
maintain proof 
of course 
completion. 

have six months to 
complete the training. 

 

7.702.45C6 All Child Care 
Health 
Consultants 
(CCHC) must 
complete the 
Department-
approved 
Colorado 
Department of 
Public Health and 
Environment 
(CDPHE) 
immunization 
course annually. 

The center must obtain 
and maintain proof of 
course completion. 
 
 

Due to needs and trends change, it is 
important to have current information.  

 
 https://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/home 
 
Co-Train  
https://www.co.train.org/Desk- topShell.aspx 
Course number: 1025057 

Large center 

7.702.45D3 If the director of a 
large center 
cannot be present 
60 percent of any 
day, a center staff 
member or other 
individual who 

If the director cannot 
be present at least 60 
percent of the day 
there must be a 
substitute qualified 
individual with a 
current Large Center 

The director must be at the center at least 60 
percent of the day to oversee daily operation 
and function of the center. 

Large center 

https://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/home
https://www.co.train.org/DesktopShell.aspx
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meets director 
qualifications as 
listed at Section 
7.702.42 for a 
large center must 
substitute for the 
director. 

Director Letter to 
complete the 
following director 
duties including, but 
not limited to: 
greeting and assisting 
visitors to the 
program, providing 
human resource 
management, 
supervision of program 
staff responding to 
emergencies, 
addressing parental 
needs and complying 
with regulations. The 
other 40 percent of 
the day there must be 
a staff member 
assigned at the center 
to perform the duties 
of a director as they 
arise. 

7.702.45D4 When there is a 
director vacancy, a 
director- qualified 
substitute must be 
present at the 
center at least 60 
percent of any day 
the center is open 
until a new director 
is appointed. 

There must be a 
qualified substitute at 
least 60 percent of 
the day with a 
current Large Center 
Director Letter to 
complete the 
following director 
duties including, but 
not limited to, 

The director must be at the center at least 60 
percent of the day to oversee daily operation 
and function of the center. 

All types 
except  
drop-in 
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greeting and assisting 
visitors to the 
program, providing 
human resource 
management, 
supervision of 
program staff, 
responding to 
emergencies, 
addressing parental 
needs and complying 
with regulations. The 
other 40 percent of 
the day there must be 
a staff member 
assigned at the center 
to perform the duties 
of a director as they 
arise. 

7.702.45D5 For extended 
director absences 
(more than two (2) 
weeks and up to12 
weeks per calendar 
year) a staff 
member with 50 
percent of the 
director 
qualification 
requirements 
completed in 
education and 
experience may 

The staff member 
acting in this capacity 
must have documented 
verification of 50 
percent of 
qualifications on file at 
the facility. 

 
The dates the staff 
member was acting in 
this capacity must be on 
file at the facility 
available for review. 

 

Allows flexibility for staff retention. Infant,  
Toddler 
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substitute for the 
director. 
Dates must be 
documented and 
on file for review. 
A fully qualified 
substitute director 
meeting 
qualifications in 
Section 7.702.42 is 
required for any 
absence exceeding 
12 weeks. 

In the absence of a 
director exceeding 12 
weeks the substitute 
director must have a 
Large Center Director 
Letter from the Office 
of Early Childhood. 

7.702.45 F2** 
 
**December 
2021 version 
of the rules 

For short term 
unscheduled Early 
Childhood Teacher 
vacancies up to ten 
(10) business days 
per calendar year, 
an Assistant Early 
Childhood Teacher 
can substitute for 
the Early Childhood 
Teacher. The date 
and times of 
substitution must 
be recorded and 
available for review 
at all times. 

Assistant Early 
Childhood Teachers 
(AECT) can also 
substitute for an Infant 
and Toddler Early 
Childhood Teachers 
(ECT).  They cannot be 
the substitute teacher 
for the Infant Program 
Supervisor. 

 All Types 

7.702.46A2d An adult who is 
currently certified 
as a Child 
Development 

There must be 
verification of a current 
CDA. 

 

Allows flexibility for a current CDA to be 
counted for qualification. 

Infant,  
Toddler 
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Associate (CDA) and 
has completed the 
Department-
approved 
expanding quality 
in infant and 
toddler 
development 
course of training. 

It does not have to be an 
infant/toddler CDA. 

 
An individual using a CDA 
credential for 
qualification must 
provide a copy of the 
certificate issued by the 
Council for Professional 
Recognition.  
www.cdacouncil.org 

7.702.46A2e2 An adult who has 
completed the 
Department-
approved 
“Expanding 
Quality in Infant 
and Toddler 
Development” and 
holds twelve 
months of 
verifiable full-day 
experience 
working with 
infants and/or 
toddlers. 

12 months equals 
1,820 hours. 

 
Infant and toddler 
experience is caring for 
children that are less 
than 3 years of age. 

 Infant,  
Toddler 

7.702.46A2f3 Has a minimum 
of 12 months of 
verifiable 
full-day experience 
in the group care of 
infants or toddlers; 

12 months equals 1,820 
hours. 

 
Infant and toddler 
experience means care 
of children who are less 
than 3 years of age. 

 Infant, 
Toddler 

http://www.cdacouncil.org/
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7.702.46A2f4 Has completed at 
least two (2) three 
(3) semester hour 
college courses 
from regionally 
accredited college 
or university on the 
development and 
care of infants and 
toddlers in a group 
setting, one (1) of 
which must be 
infant/toddler 
development or 
the Department 
approved 
expanding quality 
in infant and 
toddler 
development 
course of training.  

Only one class has to 
be infant/toddler and 
the other class can be 
any other ECE class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infant,  
Toddler 

7.702.46A2g3 Has at least two (2) 
years of verifiable 
full-day experience 
in the group care 
of infants or 
toddlers; 

Two years of 
experience equals 
3,640 hours. 

 Infant, 
Toddler 
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7.702.46A2g4 Will complete 
within the first 
six (6) months of 
employment two 
(2) three-
semester hour 
college courses 
from a regionally 
accredited 
college or 
university with 
one of the 
courses being 
infant/toddler 
development or 
the Department-
approved 
expanding 
quality in infant 
and toddler 
development. 

Licensing will check 
for documentation 
verifying the 
enrollment of the two 
required classes. 

This allows for a staff member to be used in 
the capacity while completing the two 
classes. 

Infant 

7.702.46A3 An infant program 
early childhood 
teacher must 
have completed 
eight (8) hours of 
orientation in the 
infant program 
from the infant 
program 
supervisor 

There must be 
documentation to verify 
the completion of the 
eight hours of 
orientation. This should 
include the topics that 
were covered in the 
staff member’s file. 
 
All staff must be 

This is to ensure that the staff member is 
familiar with the infant program. 

Infant 
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including, but not 
limited to, the 
following topics: 

complete in infant 
orientation prior to 
working in the infant 
room.  
 
This is part of infant 
room orientation and 
does not count as on-
going training. 

7.702.46A3a Toys and 
equipment, 
appropriate 
activities for 
infants and 
toddlers, 
appropriate sleep 
positions for 
infants and 
toddlers, the 
safe and 
appropriate 
diaper change 
technique; 

There must be 
documentation to verify 
the completion of the 
eight hours of 
orientation. This should 
include topics that were 
covered in the staff 
members file. 

This is to ensure that the staff member is 
familiar with the infant program. 

Infant 

7.702.46A3b At least six (6) 
months of 
experience in the 
care of infants or 
toddlers; 

Six months equals 
910 hours. 

 
Infant and toddler 
experience means care 
of children who are less 
than 3 years of age. 

 Infant 

7.702.46A4 The infant program 
staff aide must be 
at least18 years of 

There must be 
documentation to verify 
the completion of the 

This is to ensure that the staff member is 
familiar with the infant program. 

Infant 
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age, must have 
completed eight 
(8) hours of 
orientation as 
listed above, at the 
infant program and 
must work under 
the direct 
supervision of an 
infant early 
childhood teacher. 

eight hours of 
orientation. This should 
include the topics that 
were covered in the 
staff members file. 

7.702.46A5 There must be at 
least one (1) staff 
member on duty in 
each infant room 
at all times who 
holds a current 
Department-
approved First Aid 
and Safety 
certificate that 
includes CPR for 
all ages of 
children. 

Documentation must 
be on file. 

CPR and First Aid training must be taken by a 
Department-approved source. 

 
http://www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.c
om/trainingvendors 
 

Infant 

7.702.46 A 8 Full day programs 
may have Assistant 
Early Childhood 
Teachers supervise 
preschool-age and 
older children during 
the following periods 
of operation:  

An Assistant Early 
Childhood Teacher can 
also supervise infant 
toddler age children 
during the periods of 
operation described 
under 8 a,b,c,d, and 
e.   

 All Types 

http://www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com/trainingvendors
http://www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com/trainingvendors
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a. Opening hours: an 
Assistant Early 
Childhood Teacher 
may be alone with 
children for the first 
two (2) hours of a 
center’s daily 
operating hours;  
b. Nap time: an 
Assistant Early 
Childhood Teacher 
may be alone with 
children for up to 
one (1) hour during 
nap time;  
c. Closing hours: an 
Assistant Early 
Childhood Teacher 
may be alone with 
children for up to 
the two (2) hours 
prior to the closing 
time of a center’s 
daily operations;  
d. Taking children to 
the restroom or 
diapering; and,  
e. When 
substituting for 
an Early 
Childhood 
Teacher in 
compliance with 



Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 73 
 

Section 7.702.45, 
F, 2. 

7.702.46B1 In the infant 
program there 
must be a 
qualified infant 
program 
supervisor 
present 60 
percent of the 
hours of 
operation of the 
infant program 
who is 
responsible for 
the care of the 
infants. An 
individual 
qualified as an 
infant early 
childhood 
teacher must be 
responsible 
during the 
remaining time. 

Verification of 
qualifications must be 
available in staff files. 

 
The infant program 
supervisor must be 
present in an infant 
room. 

 Infant 

7.702.46B3 There must be 
assigned at least 
one (1) infant 
program supervisor 
in the infant 
program for each 
20 or fewer infants 
in attendance. 

The infant program 
supervisor must be 
present in an infant 
room. 

The infant program supervisor has the 
knowledge and expertise in the care of infants 
must be the person responsible for supervising 
the infant program. 

Infant, 
Toddler 
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7.702.47B3 An adult who is 
certified as a Child 
Development 
Associate (CDA) or 
Certified Child 
Care Professional 
(CCP) 
or holds another 
Department-
approved 
certificate. 

There must be 
verification of a current 
CDA. Does not have to 
be an infant/toddler 
CDA. 

 
An individual using a 
CDA credential for 
qualification must 
provide a copy of the 
certificate issued by 
the Council for 
Professional 
Recognition. 

 Infant, 
Toddler 

7.702.47B4 A licensed practical 
nurse with at least 
12 months of 
verifiable 
experience in the 
care of children 
less than three (3) 
years of age. 

12 months equals 
1,820 hours. 

 All Types 

7.702.47B6 A current early 
childhood 
professional 
Credential Level II 
Version 1.0 or 2.0 
as determined by 
the Colorado 
Department of 
Education. 

A level 1 version 1.0 
credential is a 
credential issued 
under the previous 
credential criteria. 

 
A level 1 version 2.0 
credential is the new 
credential issued after 
July 1, 2015. 

 Toddler 

7.702.47C Staff aides must be There must be This is to ensure that all staff members are Infant, 
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at least 16 years of 
age, must work 
directly under the 
supervision of the 
director or a 
toddler early 
childhood teacher, 
and must have 
completed eight (8) 
hours of orientation 
at the toddler 
program. 

documentation to 
verify the completion 
of the eight hours of 
orientation. This 
should include the 
topics that were 
covered in the staff 
member’s file. 
 
All staff must be 
complete in toddler 
orientation prior to 
working in the toddler 
room. 
 
This is part of toddler 
room orientation and 
does not count as on-
going training.  

familiar with the toddler program. Toddler 

7.702.47D For every 15 or 
fewer toddlers, 
there must be at 
least one (1) staff 
member in the 
toddler program at 
all times who has a 
current 
Department-
approved First Aid 
and CPR for all 
ages of children. 

There must be 
documentation to 
verify the completion 
of the eight hours of 
orientation. This 
documentation should 
include the topics that 
were covered in the 
orientation and be 
maintained in the staff 
member’s file. 
 
Each toddler classroom 
is considered a toddler 

This is to ensure that the staff member is 
familiar with the toddler program. 

Toddler 



Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 76 
 

program and each 
toddler program must 
have a staff member 
with current 
Department approved 
CPR and first aid 
training for all ages of 
children. 

7.702.48A Infant program 
affiliated with teen 
parent programs 
that are operated 
by accredited 
public school 
systems and on 
school premises 
may substitute the 
following age 
requirements for 
those at Section 
7.702.1,B,3;  

These programs are 
allowed to accept 
community children, 
who are not part of 
the teen parent 
program, during times 
of low enrollment. 
These children must be 
between the ages of 6 
weeks and 3 years of 
age.  The rules specific 
to infant/toddlers in 
the teen parent 
program only apply to 
the infants and 
toddlers who are part 
of the teen program 
and not to community 
children enrolled in 
the program.  

This is to help the programs sustain operation 
during periods of low enrollment in the teen 
parent program.  

All Types 

7.702.51B4 If applicable, a 
health care plan 
authorized by the 
child’s health care 
provider and 

Staff must be informed, 
trained and delegated 
as required for the safe 
and appropriate care of 
a child with a health 

A health care plan for an existing known health 
care need is required prior to the first day of 
care. The center should work with the Child 
Care Health Consultant when a child with an 
identified health care need is enrolled to 

All Types 
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parent(s)/guardian
(s) defining the 
interventions 
needed to care for 
a child who has 
an identified 
health or 
developmental 
condition or 
concern including, 
but not limited to: 
seizures, asthma, 
diabetes, severe 
allergies, heart or 
respiratory 
conditions, and 
physical 
disabilities. The 
staff working with 
a child with a 
health care plan 
must be informed, 
trained and 
delegated 
responsibility for 
carrying out the 
health care plan; 
supervision of the 
plan and 
interventions must 
be documented. 

care plan. The Child 
Care Health Consultant 
for the facility must be 
involved in this process. 

ensure that the staff working with the child are 
trained and delegated the responsibility to 
carry out the requirements of the health care 
plan. 

 
If a health care need is identified after care 
begins the center should work with their health 
consultant to get the health care plan 
completed and ensure that staff receives 
training and delegation. 

 
Health care plans and common health 
conditions 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/snh_healthissues 

 
Asthma, Allergy, and Anaphylaxis 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxis- 
healthcareplan32015 

 
Seizures  
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/in- 
dex.php?s=10791 

7.702.51C1 The admission of 
children who have 

Describes “special 
needs” as special health 

All children deserve high quality care in a 
setting that best meets their individual needs. 

All Types 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
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special health care 
needs, disabilities, 
or developmental 
delays which 
includes children 
with social 
emotional and 
behavioral needs 
must be in 
alignment with the 
training and ability 
of staff and in 
compliance with 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 
Services offered 
must show that a 
reasonable effort 
is made to 
accommodate the 
child’s needs and 
to integrate the 
child with other 
children. (See 
General Rules for 
Child Care 
Facilities, Section 
7.701.14). 

care needs, disabilities 
and developmental 
delays that could 
include social, 
emotional and 
behavioral needs. These 
conditions fall under 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and 
children cannot be 
discriminated against 
because of these needs. 
Facilities must provide 
services that align with 
the training and ability 
of their staff and must 
show reasonable efforts 
are being made to 
accept and integrate 
children into care. 

 
Any equipment used by 
a qualified individual to 
provide supervised 
therapeutic assistance 
to a child is allowed in 
the classroom. 

 
This piece of equipment 
does not need to be 
specified in an 
individual health or 
education plan for that 

 
www.coloradoshines.com 

 
National Resource Center for Health and Safety 
in Child Care and Early Education (NRC) 
 
https://www.colorado. gov/pacific/cdphe/hcp 

http://www.coloradoshines.com/
https://nrckids.org/
https://nrckids.org/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/hcp
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child. Examples include: 
rebounder or mini 
trampoline. 

7.702.51C2 The center must 
inform its Child 
Care Health 
Consultant (CCHC) 
prior to the first 
day of care of the 
enrollment of a 
child with special 
health care needs, 
if known, so staff 
receives training, 
delegation and 
supervision as 
indicated by the 
child’s 
individualized 
health care plan. 

This is referring to when 
the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
have an existing 
individualized health 
care plan for a child 
with special health care 
needs. 

 
The program must 
inform the CCHC 
before the child’s first 
day of care. Staff will 
receive training prior 
to being responsible 
for the child’s care. 

A child that needs medications or a medical 
procedure must have a staff member qualified 
and trained the first day of care. 

 
Health care plans and common health 
conditions 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/snh_healthissues 

 
Asthma, Allergy, and Anaphylaxis 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxis- 
healthcareplan32015 

 
Seizures  
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/in- 
dex.php?s=10791 

All Types 

7.702.51C3 For a child with 
special health care 
needs requiring 
intervention 
and/or 
medication, the 
center must obtain 
written 
instructions for 
providing services 
from the child’s 
parent or 
guardian and the 

An existing written 
health care plan or a 
new written health 
care plan must be on 
site the first day of 
care and be signed by 
the child’s health care 
provider and 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
and accessible to staff. 

A child moving from one facility to another may 
use the same health care plan as long as it is 
current. Staff must still be trained and 
delegated if needed. 

 
Health care plans and common health 
conditions 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/snh_healthissues 

 
Asthma, Allergy, and Anaphylaxis 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxis- 

All Types 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
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health care 
provider. If an 
existing 
individualized 
health care plan is 
provided for the 
child, it must be 
reviewed and 
followed by the 
center staff when 
caring for the 
child. If the child 
does not have an 
existing 
individualized 
health care plan, 
the individualized 
health care plan 
must be obtained 
by the child’s first 
day of care. 
 

healthcareplan32015 
 
Seizures  
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/in- 
dex.php?s=10791 

7.702.51C4fg The individual 
health care plan 
must be updated at 
least every twelve 
months from the 
date of the initial 
plan and as changes 
occur. 

 
f.  Behavioral 
interventions 

Clarifies that the plan 
must be updated at 
least every 12 months or 
sooner if changes occur. 
Added behavioral 
interventions and 
medical procedure/ 
intervention orders. 

Clarifies regulations to specify how often health 
care plans must be updated. 

 
Health care plans and common health 
conditions 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/snh_healthissues 

 
Asthma, Allergy, and Anaphylaxis 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxis- 

All Types 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
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g.  Medical 
procedure/ 
intervention 
orders 

healthcareplan32015 
 
Seizures  
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/in- 
dex.php?s=10791 

7.702.51C5 For a child with 
special health care 
needs, the center 
must obtain 
written 
instructions for 
providing services 
from the child’s 
parents or legal 
guardian and the 
health care 
provider. If the 
child with special 
health care needs 
does not have an 
existing 
individualized 
healthcare plan, 
the individualized 
healthcare plan 
must be 
completed within 
30 calendar days 
of the child’s 
enrollment. 

This regulation is 
allowing time for a 
health care plan to be 
established for 
suspected health 
concern. 

A health care plan for an existing known health 
care need is required prior to the first day of 
care. The center should work with the CCHC 
when a child with an identified health care 
need is enrolled to ensure that the staff 
working with the child are trained and 
delegated the responsibility to carry out the 
requirements of the health care plan. 

 
If a health care need is identified after care 
begins the center should work with their health 
consultant to get the health care plan 
completed and ensure that staff receives 
training and delegation. 

 
Health care plans and common health 
conditions 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/snh_healthissues 

 
Asthma, Allergy, and Anaphylaxis 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/ 
healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxis- 
healthcareplan32015 

 
Seizures  
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/in- 
dex.php?s=10791 

Infant 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/snh_healthissues
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/allergyanaphylaxishealthcareplan32015
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
http://www.epilepsycolorado.org/index.php?s=10791
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7.702.51D If the parent 
agrees that the 
center should care 
for a child in the 
infant program 
who is 18 months 
or older, the 
center must have 
on file a written 
statement from a 
licensed physician 
confirming that 
care for the child 
is appropriate in 
this infant 
program. 

An infant may stay in an 
infant room after the 
age of 18 months if it is 
determined by 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
and a health care 
professional that this is 
the best place for the 
child to be cared for.  

Children develop at different rates and with 
parental and health care provider permission 
they can be cared for in the infant program if 
appropriate. 

Toddler 

7.702.51E If the parent 
agrees that the 
center should care 
for a child in the 
toddler program 
who is 12 months 
old but not walking 
independently, or 
is over 36 months 
old, the center 
must have on file a 
written statement 
from a licensed 
physician 
confirming that 
care for the child is 
appropriate in this 

A toddler who is 12 
months old but not 
walking independently 
or is over 36 months old 
may be cared for in the 
toddler program if it is 
determined by 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
and a health care 
professional that this is 
the best place for the 
child to be cared for. 

 
Must be kept current 
according to the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics schedule. 

Children develop at different rates and with 
parental and health care provider permission 
they can be cared for in the toddler program if 
appropriate. 

All Types 
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toddler program. 
7.702.52A1 The center has the 

right to refuse to 
admit a child if a 
statement from a 
health care 
professional is not 
submitted. 

Facilities should refer to 
their own policy 
regarding admission and 
disenrollment of a child 
if no health statement is 
obtained from the 
parent(s)/guardian(s). 

This offers facilities more options if a health 
statement is unobtainable. 

All Types 

7.702.52A2a At the time of 
admission, the 
parent(s)/guardian(
s) must provide for 
each child entering 
the center: 

 
a. Documentation 
of immunization 
status or 
exemption as 
required by 
Colorado 
Department of 
Public Health and 
Environment 
(CDPHE). 
Immunizations 
must be updated 
and recorded as 
specified on the 
certificate of 
immunization or 
alternate 
certificate of 

A print out from the 
Online Immunization 
System is acceptable. 
 

Colorado allows a 90 day 
grace period for children 
experiencing 
homelessness.  

 
Private child care 
centers have the right 
to not enroll a child 
without immunizations 
or incomplete 
immunizations. The 
provider does not 
need to have a policy 
on non-immunized 
children and state in 
their policies that they 
do not accept children 
who are not fully  

Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment’s Immunization Certificate 
Colorado Certificate of Immunization 

All Types 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1APzFY8UYR6N0IyX19iVTVmdTg/view?resourcekey=0-jXRdQHtLet85HXLykZZHrg
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immunization as 
supplied and 
approved by the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Public Health and 
Environment (CD- 
PHE). Colorado law 
requires proof of 
immunization be 
provided prior to or 
on the first day of 
admission. 

7.702.52A2b Within 30 calendar 
days after 
admission, and 
within 30 calendar 
days following the 
expiration date of 
a previous health 
statement, the 
parent(s)/ 
guardian(s) of each 
child must submit a 
statement of the 
child’s current 
health status or 
written 
verification of a 
scheduled 
appointment with 
a health care 
provider. 

Allows for a 30-day 
“grace” period to 
obtain health 
statements. 

 
Parent(s)/guardian(s) 
must sign a statement of 
the child’s current 
health or verification of 
a scheduled 
appointment. 

 
Verification of the 
scheduled appointment 
should come from the 
health care provider. 

This allows flexibility to families and 
providers by allowing them a 30-day grace 
period to obtain health statements. 

All Types 
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7.702.52A2c Statements of 
health status of 
children less than 
two (2) years of age 
must be updated in 
accordance with 
the American 
Academy of 
Pediatrics 
recommended 
schedule for 
routine health 
supervision or as 
required in writing 
by the health care 
provider. 

Health statements for 
children must follow 
the Academy of 
American Pediatrics 
schedule or as 
required in writing by 
the health care 
provider. 

The first two years of life are critical for a 
child’s growth and development. 
Children’s development occurs rapidly during 
this time period. 

 
Document in Resources:  
General Health Appraisal Form  

All Types 

7.702.52A2d Health statements 
for children over 
two (2) years of 
age to seven (7) 
years of age must 
be updated in 
accordance with 
the American 
Academy of 
Pediatrics 
recommended 
schedule for 
routine well child 
exams. 

Current 
recommendation from 
the American Academy 
of Pediatrics is an 
annual well-child 
exam. 

Document in Resources:  
General Health Appraisal Form 

All Types 

7.702.52B4 For every 30 or 
fewer children in 
attendance, there 

There must be at least 
one staff member 
currently trained in first 

To ensure proper CPR/ first aid coverage. 
 
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.c

All Types 

http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Training&lang=en
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must be at least 
one (1) staff 
member on duty 
who holds a 
current 
Department-
approved first aid 
and safety 
certificate 
(including CPR for 
all ages of 
children) and is 
responsible for 
administering 
first aid and CPR 
to children. 
Such individuals 
must be with the 
children at all 
times when the 
center is in 
operation. If 
children are at 
different locations, 
there must be a 
first aid and CPR 
qualified staff 
member at each 
location. 

aid and CPR on site for 
every 30 or fewer 
children. There must be 
one staff member 
currently trained in First 
Aid and CPR on site in 
every infant and toddler 
classroom. Current First 
Aid and CPR certification 
is also required for any 
individual transporting 
children. 

 
Different locations in 
this rule refer to off-
site activities (on a 
field trip, walk, park, 
etc.). 

om/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Trainin
g&lang=en 

7.702.52B5 All employees 
caring for 
children, not 
required by rule 

Individuals completing 
the module are not 
required to have first 
aid and CPR training, 

https://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/store/ All Types 

http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Training&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Training&lang=en
https://ecpd.costartstrong.org/ets/store/
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to be certified in 
First Aid and CPR, 
must complete a 
basic first aid and 
CPR module 
within 30 
calendar days of 
employment and 
the module must 
be renewed every 
2 years.  

unless otherwise 
indicated by rule.  
Best practice is to have 
all staff complete first 
aid and CPR training.  

7.702.52C1 Any routine 
medication, 
prescription or 
non-prescription 
(over-the-counter) 
must be 
administered only 
with a current 
written order of a 
health care 
provider with 
prescriptive 
authority and with 
written parental 
consent. Home 
remedies, 
including 
homeopathic 
medications, shall 
never be given to a 
child. 

Prohibits the 
administration of home 
remedies, including but 
not limited to: 
homeopathic 
medications, herbs, 
supplements and 
vitamins. 

Protects providers from administering unknown 
medications and ensures and given in 
accordance with the Nurse Practice Act. 

 
Colorado Nurse Practice Act: 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/ 
Nursing 
 
Document in Resources:  
Permission for Medication Administration 

All Types 

7.702.52C3 Medications must be EpiPens and inhalers Document in Resources: All Types 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/%20Nursing
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/%20Nursing
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kept in the original 
labeled bottle or 
container. 
Prescription 
medications must 
contain the original 
pharmacy label. 

must be in the original 
box or container with 
the original pharmacy 
label. Work with CCHC 
on proper EpiPen 
storage. 
 
Licensing specialists will 
ensure the appropriate 
supply of EpiPens are 
maintained at the site as 
required per physician 
instructions on the 
current health care 
plan. Any change would 
have to be approved by 
the physician and 
updated on the health 
care plan. 

Self-Cary Contract: Asthma and Allergy 
 
Colorado Schoolchildren’s Asthma and 
Anaphylaxis Health Management Act Guidelines 

7.702.52C6 Acetaminophen or 
ibuprofen is able 
to be used 
multiple times 
with one (1) 
current, signed 
multi-use 
medication order 
for up to three (3) 
consecutive 
calendar days if 
the order is 
specific about 
when the 

Clarifies that children 
may receive a multi-use 
medication, such as 
Ibuprofen and 
Acetaminophen for up to 
three consecutive days 
under very specific 
circumstances. The 
health care provider and 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
must sign approval for 
the administration of 
these medications. 

 

It would be a hardship for providers, 
parent(s)/guardian(s) and children to have to 
obtain a new form signed by the doctor every 
time a child needed this type of medication for 
specific symptoms. A child may need this 
medication for a common headache, teething, 
menstrual cramps etc. 

 
Document in Resources:  
General Health Appraisal Form 

All Types 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XIWgqwZaduGm-ViEW25x92gmLN8GEL_Z
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XIWgqwZaduGm-ViEW25x92gmLN8GEL_Z
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medication is to 
be given. The 
multi-use 
medication order 
must be renewed 
with each updated 
health statement. 

The program must have 
current written approval 
from a health care 
provider and a 
parent(s)/guardian(s) for 
the administration of 
these medications. 

7.702.52C7 Staff designated 
by the center 
director to give 
medications must 
complete the four 
(4) hour 
Department- 
approved 
medication 
administration 
training and have 
current annual 
delegation or 
more often as 
determined by the 
Child Care Health 
Consultant. 
Delegation must 
be from the 
center’s current 
Child Care Health 
Consultant who 
must observe and 
document the 
competency of 
each staff 

Staff must be 
delegated initially and 
annually by the 
current CCHC. 
If the CCHC’s services 
are terminated 
(regardless of who 
terminated the 
service) all delegation 
is considered expired 
immediately. 

 
Annual delegation 
from the CCHC must 
be documented and 
maintained by the 
facility. 

 
This training must 
be updated every 
three years. 
 
Q-Map training 
does not count as 
the required 
medication 

This protects a CCHC’s license. Once a 
contract no longer exists then staff does not 
have the legal right to administer medication 
under the delegation of that person’s 
professional license. Contact the CCHC.  
 

Drop-in 
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member involved 
in medication 
administration. All 
staff 
administering 
medication must 
have current CPR, 
First Aid and 
standard 
precautions 
training prior to 
administering 
medication with 
the following 
exceptions: 

administration 
training. 

7.702.52C8 Staff of drop-in 
child care 
centers MUST 
complete 
training from 
their nurse 
consultant 
delegating 
medication. 

Drop-in staff members 
are required to meet all 
requirements in 
7.702.52C7 when the 
medication being given 
is a routine medication. 

 
Drop-in staff members 
are not required to 
have the 4-hour 
Department-approved 
medication 
administration training 
for emergency 
medications, unless the 
CCHC requires this 
class. The staff 
member must be 

Staff members must have training and 
delegation from their CCHC prior to 
administrating any medication. 

All Types 
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trained and delegated 
by the CCHC for the 
emergency medication. 

7.702.52C9 All medications, 
except those 
medications 
specified in the 
Department’s 
approved 
medication 
administration 
training as 
emergency 
medications, must 
be kept 
in an area 
inaccessible to 
children, but 
available to staff 
trained in 
administering 
medication. If 
refrigeration is 
required, the 
medication must 
be stored in either 
a separate 
refrigerator or a 
leak proof 
container in a 
designated area of 
a food storage 
refrigerator, 

This is regulation is 
referring to non-
emergency medications 
only. 

 
All non-emergency 
medications must be 
stored in a locked 
cabinet, cupboard or 
lock box. Staff should 
have knowledge of 
where the key is being 
stored in order to 
access medications 
when needed. 

Medications should be locked to prevent 
children from having access. 

All Types 
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separate from food 
and inaccessible to 
children. 
Controlled 
medications must 
be counted and 
safely secured, and 
specific policies 
regarding their 
handling require 
special attention in 
the center’s 
policies. Access to 
these medications 
must be limited 
(see Section 
12-22-318, 
C.R.S.). 

7.702.52C10 Emergency 
medications must 
be stored in 
accordance with 
the Child Care 
Health 
Consultant’s 
recommendation. 
Emergency 
medications are 
not required to 
be stored in a 
locked area. 
Emergency 
medications may 

Facilities should work 
with their CCHC to find 
the safest and easiest 
method of storing 
emergency medications. 
All emergency 
medications need to be 
easily accessible to staff 
in case of emergency. 

 
Some examples of 
emergency medications 
are Epinephrine (Epi-
pen), Benadryl 
emergency seizure 

Emergency medications need to be stored in a 
safe manner but in a way that is readily 
accessible in case of emergency. This is a safety 
precaution so that staff members have access 
to the emergency medication and can 
administer the medication immediately. 

All Types 
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be stored in an 
area easily 
accessible and 
identifiable to 
staff but out of 
reach of 
children. When 
away from the 
classroom, staff 
must carry 
emergency 
medications in a 
bag on their 
person. 

medications and an 
inhaler. This is not a 
complete list. 

 
Inaccessible means that 
the child cannot reach, 
touch, or obtain the 
item. 

7.702.52C 
11,12 

The center must 
have a written 
policy on the 
storage and access 
of inhalers and 
epinephrine carried 
by school- age 
children. The 
policy must include 
a written contract 
with the 
parent(s)/guardian(
s) and child 
acknowledgement 
assigning levels of 
responsibility of 
each individual. 
This contract will 
accompany orders 

The facility 
needs the 
following: 

 
1. Written policy on 
storage and access of 
inhalers carried by 
school age children. 

 
2. Written contract 
with 
parent(s)/guardian(s
) and the child. 

 
3. Written order from 
a prescribing health 
care provider stating 
the child can carry 
his/her own approved 

To comply with state law that allows school 
age children to carry their own approved 
medications. 

 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/
SNH_Nursing-Asthma.htm 
 
Document in Resources: 
Self-Cary Contract: Asthma and Allergy 
 
Colorado Schoolchildren’s Asthma and 
Anaphylaxis Health Management Act Guidelines 

All Types 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/SNH_Nursing-Asthma.htm
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/SNH_Nursing-Asthma.htm
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XIWgqwZaduGm-ViEW25x92gmLN8GEL_Z
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XIWgqwZaduGm-ViEW25x92gmLN8GEL_Z
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for the medication 
from a health care 
provider along with 
confirmation from 
the health care 
provider that the 
student has been 
instructed and is 
capable of self-
administration of 
the prescribed 
medications. 

 
12. The center 
must have a 
written policy on 
the storage and 
access of inhalers 
and epinephrine for 
all children in care. 
This policy must be 
reviewed by the 
Child Care Health 
Consultant. 

medication. 
 
4. Written policy on 
storage and access of 
the approved 
medication by CCHC. 

 
5. Written policy 
describing how 
medications will be 
inaccessible to other 
students. 

7.702.52D 1-2 1.  The center must 
obtain the parent or 
guardian’s written 
authorization and 
instructions for 
applying sunscreen 
or use of another 
form of parent or 
guardian approved 

Clarifies that sunscreen 
or another form of sun 
protection approved by 
the 
parent(s)/guardian(s), 
must be used prior to 
children playing 
outside. 

 

American Academy of Pediatrics recommends 
the use of sunscreen for children 6 months and 
older during any outside play for the 
prevention of skin cancer. 

 
Sun exposure from ultraviolet rays (UVA and 
UVB) causes visible and invisible damage to skin 
cells. Invisible damage to the skin cells adds up 
over time creating age spots, wrinkles, and 

All Types 
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sun protection to 
their children’s 
exposed skin prior 
to outside play. A 
doctor’s permission 
is not needed to use 
sunscreen at the 
center. 

 
2.  The center must 
apply sunscreen, 
have the parent or 
guardian apply 
sunscreen, or use 
another form of 
parent or guardian 
approved sun 
protection for 
children prior to 
children going 
outside. Sunscreen 
must be reapplied 
as directed by the 
product label. 

Infants under 6 
months should be kept 
out of direct sunlight; 
this may include 
remaining in the 
shade of a tree, 
canopy, umbrella, 
covered patio or other 
shade structure. Use 
of a hat with a 
forward facing brim 
that shades the face is 
also acceptable. 

 
A health care provider’s 
note is not needed for 
sunscreen applications 
being used in a 
preventive manner. 

 
Sunscreen must 
be applied 
according to 
manufacturer 
instructions. 

 
If parent(s)/guardian(s) 
have applied sunscreen 
prior to the arrival of 
the child to the facility, 
then the facility should 
have written verification 
indicating when the 

even skin cancer. 
 
Exposure to the UV light is highest near the 
equator, at high altitudes and during midday. 

 
 
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safet
y-prevention/at-play/Pages/Summer-Safety-
Tips-Sun-and-Water-Safety.aspx 
 
Documents: 
Topical Preparations 
 
Additional information provided by the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment: 

 
Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer 
in the United States.  
 
In 2013 (the most recent year numbers are 
available 
• 71,943 people in the United States were 
diagnosed with melanomas of the skin, including 
42,430 men and 29,513 women.*† 
• 9,394 people in the United States died 
from melanomas of the skin, including 6,239 
men and 3,155 women.*† 
 
https://www.neefusa.org/resource/sunwise-
tool-kit 
 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-play/Pages/Summer-Safety-Tips-Sun-and-Water-Safety.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-play/Pages/Summer-Safety-Tips-Sun-and-Water-Safety.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-play/Pages/Summer-Safety-Tips-Sun-and-Water-Safety.aspx
https://www.neefusa.org/resource/sunwise-tool-kit
https://www.neefusa.org/resource/sunwise-tool-kit
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sunscreen was applied. 
 
Additional Guidance 
from the Colorado 
Department of Public 
Health and Environment: 
 
Applying sunscreen to 
children 6 months or 
older. 
 
Guidance 
1. Obtain written 
parent/guardian 
authorization to use 
sunscreen on the child.   

• If parents supply 
the sunscreen it 
should be labeled 
with the child’s 
name and used 
for that child 
only.   

• Application can 
be completed by 
a parent, 
guardian, 
provider, or a 
child over the 
age of 4 with 
supervision. 

 
2. Wash hands prior 
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to beginning the 
process. 
 
3. Do not apply 
sunscreen to broken skin 
(cut, scrape, mosquito 
bite, sore, rash etc.) 
 
4. Wear gloves when 
applying sunscreen to 
children with breaks in 
their skin.  After 
application, remove 
gloves and wash hands 
prior to applying 
sunscreen to another 
child. 
 
5. Cotton balls may 
be used to apply 
sunscreen around areas 
where there are breaks 
in the skin.  Use a new 
cotton ball for each 
child. 
 
6. Follow application 
instructions on the 
product label including 
instructions for re-
application.   
 
7. Cotton balls must 
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be used to apply 
sunscreen to the face.  
 

7. Wash hands when 
the application process 
to all children is 
complete or as required 
when applying sunscreen 
to children with broken 
skin. 

 
Sunscreen provided by 
the center must be full 
spectrum UVA/UVB with 
an SPF of thirty or 
greater. 

7.702.53A1 Children’s hand 
washing must be 
supervised and 
must be taught 
when necessary. 

The Academy of 
Pediatrics suggests the 
following hand washing 
technique: hands should 
be wet, lathered with 
soap outside the stream 
of water for 20 seconds, 
rinsed and then dried 
with a single paper 
towel. 

 
All children and staff 
must wash their hands 
thoroughly with soap 
under warm running 
water, when available, 
and dry with an 

http://healthychildcare.unc.edu/ 
 
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-
policy/aap-health-initiatives/healthy-child-
care/Pages/default.aspx#handwashing 

All Types 

http://healthychildcare.unc.edu/
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/healthy-child-care/Pages/default.aspx#handwashing
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/healthy-child-care/Pages/default.aspx#handwashing
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/healthy-child-care/Pages/default.aspx#handwashing
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individual use and/or 
single use disposable 
towel before preparing 
and eating food, after 
toileting or diapering, 
after wiping his/ her 
nose, whenever possible 
on field trips, at a park, 
or at another location 
away from the home, 
after handling animals, 
their toys, or food and 
water bowls, after 
contact with bodily 
fluids or secretions; and 
any other time the 
hands become soiled or 
contaminated. 

7.702.54A2 The time a child 
arrives and leaves 
the center each 
day must be 
recorded. 
Attendance 
verification must 
be made 
periodically 
throughout the day 
by staff members 
at the center. 

The facility must 
maintain written 
documentation that 
attendance is made 
periodically throughout 
the day. 

 
If children are moved to 
a different classroom 
(with a different 
teacher) during the day 
they should be signed 
out of the classroom 
they are leaving and 
signed into the 

Verifying attendance throughout the day 
ensures children are accounted for. 

All Types 
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classroom they are 
entering. 

7.702.54A5 The center must 
provide a rest 
period with rest 
equipment of at 
least 30 minutes for 
all preschool age 
children remaining 
in the center longer 
than five (5) hours. 
Quiet activities are 
permissible during 
the 30-minute 
period. 
Older children 
requiring a rest 
time must be given 
one. 

Rest time must be a 
minimum of 30 
minutes and children 
must be provided with 
appropriate rest 
equipment. 
 
However, quiet 
activities should be 
provided for those 
children who do not 
sleep after 30 
minutes. 

This allows for staff to work individually with 
children and families regarding the amount of 
sleep children need while in care. 

All Types 

7.702.54A6-7 Children must not 
be forced to sleep. 
Children who do not 
sleep after 30 
minutes must be 
allowed to move to 
another area and be 
provided with quiet 
toys and equipment 
to play with such as 
puzzles or books. 
 
Children must be 
allowed to leave 

Children must not be 
made to stay on their 
nap mats for the entire 
scheduled nap time if 
they do not sleep. The 
must be allowed to get 
up and participate in 
quiet activities. 

This allows for staff to work individually with 
children and families regarding the amount of 
sleep children need while in care. 

All Types 
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their napping area 
within 10 minutes of 
waking. 

7.702.54B2 Children must not 
be confined for 
prolonged periods 
of time to cribs, 
playpens, swings, 
high chairs, infant 
seats, or other 
equipment that 
confines 
movement. 
They must have an 
opportunity each 
day for freedom of 
movement, such as 
creeping, crawling, 
or walking in a 
safe, clean, open, 
uncluttered area. 

Children must not be 
confined in 
equipment that 
restrains their 
movement indoors or 
outdoors for longer 
than 15-minute 
consecutive intervals. 

Children are continually developing their 
physical skills and need opportunities to use 
and build their gross motor skills. Extended 
periods of time in the crib, high-chair, car seat 
or other confined space limits their physical 
growth and also affects their social 
interactions. 
 

Caring For Our Children recommends children 
not be confined more than 15 minutes in 
equipment that restrains movement. 

All Types 

7.702.54B45 4. There must be 
no attempt to 
toilet train 
children until they 
are able to 
verbalize or 
otherwise indicate 
need, help 
manage their own 
clothing, and be 
able to access 
toileting facilities. 

Clarifies that there is 
no specific age when 
toilet learning can 
begin as long as the 
child shows signs that 
they are ready. 

 
Parent(s)/guardian(s) 
and the facility should 
work together to 
identify when toilet 
training is appropriate 

Allows for individual needs of children to be 
considered and for parental choice and cultural 
preferences with toilet learning. 
 
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/266-
potty-training-learning-to-the-use-the-toilet  
 

All Types 

https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/266-potty-training-learning-to-the-use-the-toilet
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/266-potty-training-learning-to-the-use-the-toilet
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5. For each child 
who is learning to 
use a toilet, the 
child’s individual 
developmental 
abilities and needs 
must be 
accommodated as 
stated in the 
written policies 
and procedures for 
the center. 

for an individual child. 
 
Toilet learning/training 
is most successful when 
there is an 
implementation plan 
between the staff and 
parent(s)/guardian(s). 
Doing this will provide 
continuity for the child. 

7.702.54C1 Each infant up to 
18 months of age 
must be provided 
with an individual 
crib or futon 
approved for 
infants or other 
approved sleep/ 
rest equipment 
meeting 
Consumer Product 
Safety 
Commission 
(CPSC) standards. 

An infant program is 
licensed for children 6 
weeks to 18 months. All 
infant programs must 
have an approved crib 
or approved futon for 
each infant. Individual 
cribs must provide each 
infant with sufficient 
space for the infant’s 
length, size and 
movement. It must also 
meet Federal Consumer 
Product Safety 
Commission standards. 
 
Each crib must be 
fitted with a firm, 
comfortable mattress 
and appropriate fitted 

Federal law states that infant sleep equipment 
must meet CPSC requirements. 

 
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Safety-
Education/Safety-Education-Centers/cribs/ 

 
https://onsafety.cpsc.gov/blog/2012/12/21/de
c-28-crib-standard-deadline-fast-approaching/ 

 
Document in Resources: 
Crib Safety 

All Types 

http://w/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/cribs/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/cribs/
https://onsafety.cpsc.gov/blog/2012/12/21/dec-28-crib-standard-deadline-fast-approaching/
https://onsafety.cpsc.gov/blog/2012/12/21/dec-28-crib-standard-deadline-fast-approaching/
http://onsafety.cpsc.gov/blog/2011/06/14/the-new-crib-standard-questions-and-answers/
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sheet for the mattress. 
7.702.54C4 Alternative sleep 

positions for 
infants must only 
be allowed with a 
health care plan 
completed and 
signed by the 
child’s physician. 

Safe sleep requires 
that infants are placed 
on their back to sleep. 
Alternative sleep 
positions are not 
recommended unless 
under a health care 
provider’s orders. 

 
A physician’s order 
must include the time 
frame for the use of 
any sleeping device or 
alternative sleep 
position. 

This is allowed to align with a physician’s order 
for a child who needs an alternative sleep 
position for a medical need. 

 
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com
/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Support-
Resources-and-Guides&lang=en 
 

Infant 

7.702.54C5 Swaddling of 
infants must only 
be allowed with a 
health care plan 
completed and 
signed by the 
child’s physician. 

Any blankets that 
mimic swaddling and 
limit movement are 
not acceptable. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics does not 
recommend swaddling in child care settings. 
“There is evidence/research that states 
swaddling can increase the risk of serious 
health outcomes including sudden infant 
death syndrome (SIDS). Swaddling also 
increases the risk of developmental dysplasia 
of the hip, because infant’s legs can be 
forcibly extended.”  

 
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.co
m/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Support-
Resources-and-Guides&lang=en 

All Types 

7.702.54C6 Each infant up to 
12 months of age 
who uses a pacifier 
must have the 

Clarifies that if 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
want their infant to 
have a pacifier and it is 

Recommendation for the prevention of SIDS and 
SUIDS. 

 
https://safetosleep.nichd.nih.gov/ 

Infant 

http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Support-Resources-and-Guides&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Support-Resources-and-Guides&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Support-Resources-and-Guides&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Support-Resources-and-Guides&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Support-Resources-and-Guides&lang=en
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Providers?p=Providers&s=Support-Resources-and-Guides&lang=en
https://safetosleep.nichd.nih.gov/
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pacifier offered 
when being put 
down to sleep, 
unless the parent 
directs otherwise. 
If the infant 
refuses the 
pacifier, s/he 
should not be 
forced to take it. 
After the infant 
falls asleep, there 
is no need to 
reinsert the 
pacifier if it falls 
out. Pacifiers 
should not be 
coated in any 
sweet solution, and 
they should be 
cleaned and 
replaced regularly. 
The pacifier should 
be suitable for the 
age and size of the 
infant. 

provided, it must be 
offered at nap times. 

 
http://www.cdc.gov/sids/ 
aboutsuidandsids.htm 

 
https://healthychildren. org/English/ages-
stages/ baby/sleep/Pages/Prevent- ing-
SIDS.aspx 

 
Document in Resources: 
Safe Sleep Information 

7.702.54C13 Infant monitors 
may only be used 
in separate 
sleeping rooms for 
infants under the 
following 
conditions: 

Clarifies that sound 
monitoring equipment 
must be used if the 
facility has a separate 
sleep room. 

 
Monitors should be 

Recommendation for the prevention of SIDS and 
SUIDS. 

 
https://safetosleep.nichd.nih.gov/ 

 
http://www.cdc.gov/sids/ 
aboutsuidandsids.htm 

Infant 

http://www.cdc.gov/sids/aboutsuidandsids.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/sids/aboutsuidandsids.htm
https://healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/sleep/Pages/Preventing-SIDS.aspx
https://healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/sleep/Pages/Preventing-SIDS.aspx
https://healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/sleep/Pages/Preventing-SIDS.aspx
https://safetosleep.nichd.nih.gov/
http://www.cdc.gov/sids/aboutsuidandsids.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/sids/aboutsuidandsids.htm
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a. The sound 
monitoring 
equipment is 
able to pick up 
the sounds of 
all sleeping 
infants. 

 
b. The receiver 
of the sound 
monitoring 
equipment is 
actively 
monitored by 
staff at all 
times. 

 
c. All sleeping 
infants must be 
physically 
observed at least 
every 10 minutes 
by a staff 
member. 

 
d. Sound 
monitoring 
equipment 
must be 
regularly 
checked to 
ensure it is 

on, in usable 
condition and easily 
heard by staff 
members 
supervising the 
infants. 

 
https://healthychildren. org/English/ages-
stages/ baby/sleep/Pages/Prevent- ing-
SIDS.aspx 

 
Document in Resources: 
Safe Sleep Information 

https://healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/sleep/Pages/Preventing-SIDS.aspx
https://healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/sleep/Pages/Preventing-SIDS.aspx
https://healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/sleep/Pages/Preventing-SIDS.aspx
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working 
correctly. 

7.702.54C14 After December 
31, 2015, 
separate sleep 
rooms must be 
prohibited in new 
construction, 
change of 
governing body 
and change of 
capacity in child 
care centers. 

Separate rooms 
approved and licensed 
prior to December 31, 
2015 are allowed as 
long as there are no 
changes to the 
governing body or the 
capacity. 

Separate sleep rooms do not allow for active 
staff supervision and monitoring of infants to 
prevent SIDS and SUIDS. 

Infant 

7.702.54C18 If music is played in 
the infant sleep 
area, the music 
must not be played 
at a loud volume 
that would prevent 
infants from being 
heard by staff. 
Music equipment 
must not be placed 
under a crib or 
within three (3) 
feet of the sleeping 
infant. 

Any music played 
should be age 
appropriate. 

Music should be kept at a low volume so staff 
members can hear and better attend to the 
needs of the infants. 

Infant 

7.702.54C19 Supervised tummy 
time must be 
offered to infants 
one month of age 
or older up to 20 to 
30 minutes per 

Staff members should 
be attentive to an 
infant’s response to 
tummy time. If an 
infant is upset, tummy 
time can be broken up 

https://www.aota.org/about-oc- cupational-
therapy/patients-
clients/childrenandyouth/tum- my-time.aspx 

 
http://www.healthychildcare.org/pdf/sidstum
mytime.pdf 

Infant 

https://www.aota.org/about-oc-%20cupational-therapy/patients-clients/childrenandyouth/tum-%20my-time.aspx
https://www.aota.org/about-oc-%20cupational-therapy/patients-clients/childrenandyouth/tum-%20my-time.aspx
https://www.aota.org/about-oc-%20cupational-therapy/patients-clients/childrenandyouth/tum-%20my-time.aspx
http://www.healthychildcare.org/pdf/sidstummytime.pdf
http://www.healthychildcare.org/pdf/sidstummytime.pdf
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day. If the infant 
falls asleep during 
tummy time, 
immediately place 
him/her on their 
back in approved 
sleeping 
equipment. 

to short time periods. 
This is especially true 
for younger infants. 

 
 
 
 

7.702.54D The facility must 
have a policy on 
the protection of 
infants from 
second hand 
smoke. 

The facility should have 
a policy, and ensure 
that they are followed 
for a safe environment 
for infants. 

 All Types 

7.702.55A1 All meals and 
snacks provided by 
the center must 
meet current USDA 
child and adult 
care food program 
meal pattern 
requirements and 
be offered at 
suitable intervals. 
Children who are 
at the center for 
more than 4 hours, 
day or evening, 
must be offered a 
meal. 

Clarifies that only 
meals provided by the 
facility must meet 
USDA meal pattern 
requirements. 

 
This does not apply to 
meals provided by the 
parent(s)/guardian(s). 

Obesity prevention. 
 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacif- 
ic/cdphe/ecop 
 
https://www.colorado.gov/cd- phe/ecop-
additional-resources 

 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwelln
ess/obesitytoolkitcomplete1-9-15 

 
Healthychildren.org 

 
https://www.aap.org/en-us/ about-the-
aap/aap-press-room/ aap-press-room-media-
center/ Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx 

All Types 

7.702.55A2 Centers must not 
provide sugar 
sweetened 

No sugar sweetened 
beverages may be 
provided/offered by the 

Obesity prevention. 
 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacif- 

All Types 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/ecop
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/ecop
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/ecop-additional-resources
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/ecop-additional-resources
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/obesitytoolkitcomplete1-9-15
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/obesitytoolkitcomplete1-9-15
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/ecop
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beverages to 
children. 
These are liquids 
that have been 
sweetened with 
various forms of 
sugars that add 
calories and 
include, but are not 
limited to: soda, 
fruit aides, fruit 
drinks, flavored 
milks, and sports 
and energy drinks. 

facility. 
 
This does not apply to 
beverages supplied by 
the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
for their individual 
child. 

ic/cdphe/ecop 
 
https://www.colorado.gov/cd- phe/ecop-
additional-resources 

 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwelln
ess/obesitytoolkitcomplete1-9-15 

 
Healthychildren.org 

 
https://www.aap.org/en-us/ about-the-
aap/aap-press-room/ aap-press-room-media-
center/ Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx 

7.702.55A5 In centers that do 
not regularly 
provide a meal, if a 
child brings a meal 
from home that 
does not appear to 
meet current USDA 
child and adult 
care food program 
meal pattern 
requirements, the 
center must have 
foods available to 
offer as a 
supplement to that 
meal. 

This applies to meals 
provided by 
parent(s)/guardian(s). 
The facility is not to 
take away the meal 
provided by the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
but must have food on 
site to offer as a 
supplement for a meal 
that does not meet 
USDA meal pattern 
requirements. 

Obesity prevention. 
 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacif- 
ic/cdphe/ecop 
 
https://www.colorado.gov/cd- phe/ecop-
additional-resources 

 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwelln
ess/obesitytoolkitcomplete1-9-15 

 
Healthychildren.org 

 
https://www.aap.org/en-us/ about-the-
aap/aap-press-room/ aap-press-room-media-
center/ Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx 

All Types 

7.702.55A6 Staff members must 
sit with the children 
and encourage 

Children should be 
encouraged but not 
forced to try a variety 

 Infant 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/ecop
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/ecop-additional-resources
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/ecop-additional-resources
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/obesitytoolkitcomplete1-9-15
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/obesitytoolkitcomplete1-9-15
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/ecop
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/ecop
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/ecop-additional-resources
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/ecop-additional-resources
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/obesitytoolkitcomplete1-9-15
http://www.cde.state.co.us/healthandwellness/obesitytoolkitcomplete1-9-15
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/aap-press-room-media-center/Pages/Obesity-Prevention.aspx
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them to try a 
variety of food 
served. During 
meals, children 
should be 
encouraged to 
engage in 
conversation and to 
express their 
independence. 

of food served. 

7.702.55B2 Commercially 
prepared formula 
must be mixed 
according to the 
manufacturer’s 
direction and each 
bottle marked with 
the child’s first and 
last name. 

All bottles must be 
labeled with the 
child’s first and last 
name. This is to ensure 
that children receive 
the correct bottle of 
formula or mother’s 
milk 

 Infant 

7.702.55B3 All infants less than 
six (6) months of 
age must be held 
for bottle feeding. 
Bottles must not be 
propped. Older 
infants must not be 
allowed to hold 
their own bottles 
when lying flat. 
Bottles must not be 
allowed in a crib 
with the infant. 

Infants must not be 
lying flat when 
drinking from a sippy 
cup. 

 Infant 
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7.702.55B6 There must be a 
sufficient supply of 
bottles provided for 
the entire day; or if 
nursing bottles are 
to be reused, they 
must be washed, 
rinsed, and sanitized 
after each use. 

Glass bottles with 
silicone sleeves are 
allowed in an infant 
room under the 
supervision of a staff 
member. The infant 
room should have 
procedures on how this 
will be cleaned up if 
one were to crack and 
break. 

 Infant 

7.702.55C2 Toddlers must be 
sitting when drinking 
from a bottle. 

Toddlers must be 
sitting down when 
drinking from a sippy 
cup. 

 Infants 

7.702.55D7 Bottles of formula 
or breast milk must 
never be warmed in 
a microwave oven. 

Tap water can be 
used to make a 
bottle. This does not 
have to be warmed. 

 
If crock pots are used to 
warm bottles, the water 
temperature must not 
exceed 120 degrees. 
The water temperature 
does not have to be 120 
degrees. Water 
temperature should be 
monitored throughout 
the day. 

 
If crock pots are used, 
they must be 

This is for the safety of infants and staff 
members. 

All Types 
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inaccessible to children. 
This includes 
the cord and an 
extension cord being 
used. 

 
Staff members should 
not hold infants while 
removing a bottle from 
warming device. 

 
Bottle should not be 
left in the water for 
longer than five 
minutes. 

 7.702.56D Separation, when 
used for guidance, 
must not exceed 
five (5) minutes and 
must be appropriate 
for the child’s age. 
The child must be 
in a safe, lighted, 
well-ventilated area 
and be within sight 
and hearing of an 
adult. The child 
must not be 
isolated in a locked, 
closed room or 
closet. 

Separation (“time out”) 
cannot exceed five 
minutes, regardless of 
the age of the child. 

https://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/be
haviour-index 

All Types 

7.702.57A All of the provisions 
required in Section 

Clarifies that overnight 
care includes care that 

A facility must be approved to care for children 
beyond midnight. 

All Types 

https://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/behaviour-index
https://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/behaviour-index
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7.702 of these rules 
for child care 
centers apply to 
centers offering 
overnight care of 
children which 
includes care that 
extends beyond 
midnight. In 
addition, centers 
must observe the 
following 
provisions: 

extends beyond 
midnight. 

7.702.58A1 The center must 
carry out a 
planned program 
suitable to the 
needs of the 
children. This 
program must be 
described in 
writing and be 
available for 
review when 
requested by the 
Department or by 
parents or 
guardians of 
children in care. 

The facility needs to 
have an accessible 
written daily schedule. 

When a routine is predictable, children are 
more likely to know what to do and what is 
expected of them. This may decrease anxiety 
in the child. When there is less anxiety, there 
may be less acting out. 

 
Resource: Caring for our Children, third 
edition. 

All Types 

7.702.58A2 Daily physical gross 
motor activities, 
with or without 
equipment or 

The 60 minutes of 
outdoor gross motor 
play needs to be 
documented on the 

Outdoor play provides children the 
opportunity for learning in a different 
environment. There is strong evidence that 
infant, toddler and preschool age children 

Part-day 
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materials, must be 
provided outdoors, 
or indoors during 
inclement 
weather, to 
preschool age and 
older children for 
no less than 
60minutes total for 
full day programs. 
Activities do not 
have to occur all at 
one time. 

daily written schedule. 
The daily gross motor 
time can occur 
throughout the day. 
Inclement weather is 
defined by the Weather 
Watch Chart which 
considers humidity, 
wind chill and shade. 
During inclement 
weather, the outdoor 
time can be substituted 
with indoor gross motor 
play. 

experience significant health benefits 
including: strengthening immune systems, 
maintenance of a healthy weight and Vitamin 
D exposure. There is also current research 
that shows children who play outside are less 
likely to be nearsighted. “Direct exposure to 
the bright, natural light that comes from 
being outside may stimulate developing eyes 
in important ways such as maintaining the 
correct distance between the lens and the 
retina—which keeps vision in focus.” 

 
Resource: Caring for our Children, third 
edition. This resource suggests at least 60 
minutes of outdoor play per day for preschool 
aged children. The time frames are pro-rated to 
accommodate part-day programs. 

 
Document in Resources: 
Child Care Weather Watch 

7.702.58A3 Daily physical 
gross motor 
activities, with or 
without equipment 
or materials, must 
be provided 
outdoors or 
indoors during 
inclement 
weather, to 
preschool age and 
older children for 
no less than 30 

The required time for 
outdoor gross motor 
play needs to be 
documented on the 
daily written schedule. 
Inclement weather is 
defined in the Weather 
Watch Chart. Consider 
humidity, wind chill and 
shade. During inclement 
weather, the outdoor 
time can be substituted 
for indoor gross motor 

Outdoor play provides children the opportunity 
for learning in a different environment. There is 
strong evidence that infant, toddler and 
preschool age children experience significant 
health benefits including: strengthening immune 
systems, maintenance of a healthy weight and 
Vitamin D exposure. There is also current 
research that shows children who play outside 
are less likely to be nearsighted.  
 
“Direct exposure to the bright, natural light that 
comes from being outside may stimulate 
developing eyes in important ways such as 

Part-day 
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minutes total for 
part day programs 
operating from 
three (3) to five 
(5) hours per day. 
Activities do not 
have to occur all 
at one time. 

play. maintaining the correct distance between the 
lens and the retina—which keeps vision in focus.” 
 
Resource: Caring for our Children, third 
edition. This resource suggests at least 60 
minutes of outdoor play per day for toddler-
aged children. The time frames are pro-rated 
to accommodate part-day programs. 

7.702.58A4 Daily physical 
gross motor 
activities, with or 
without 
equipment or 
materials, must 
be provided 
outdoors or 
indoors during 
inclement 
weather, to 
preschool age and 
older children 
daily for no less 
than 15 minutes 
total for part day 
programs 
operating up to 
three (3) hours 
per day. 
Activities do not 
have to occur all 
at one time. 

The required time 
for outdoor gross 
motor play needs to 
be documented on 
the daily written 
schedule. 
Inclement weather 
is defined in the 
Weather Watch 
Chart. Consider 
humidity, wind chill 
and shade. During 
inclement weather, 
the outdoor time 
can be substituted 
for indoor gross 
motor play. 

Outdoor play provides children the opportunity 
for learning in a different environment. There is 
strong evidence that infant, toddler and 
preschool age children experience significant 
health benefits including: strengthening immune 
systems, maintenance of a healthy weight and 
Vitamin D exposure. There is also current 
research that shows children who play outside 
are less likely to be nearsighted. Direct exposure 
to the bright, natural light that comes from 
being outside may stimulate developing eyes in 
important ways such as maintaining the correct 
distance between the lens and the retina—which 
keeps vision in focus. 
 
Resource: Caring for our Children, third 
edition. This resource suggests at least 60 
minutes of outdoor play per day for toddler-
aged children. The time frames are pro-rated 
to accommodate part-day programs. 

 
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/fil
es/pdf/outdoor-play-benefits.pdf 
 
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/playgroun

All Types 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/outdoor-play-benefits.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/outdoor-play-benefits.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/playgrounds-promote-safe-fun-outdoor-play-head-start-child-care
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ds-promote-safe-fun-outdoor-play-head-start-
child-care 

7.702.58A5 Daily physical gross 
motor activities, 
with or without 
equipment or 
materials, must be 
provided to toddler 
age children 
outdoors for no 
less than 15 
minutes for part 
day programs 
operating up to 
three (3) hours per 
day, no less than 
30 minutes total 
for part day 
programs operating 
from three (3) to 
five (5) hours per 
day, and no less 
than 60 minutes 
for full day 
programs. 

The required time for 
outdoor gross motor 
play needs to be 
documented on the 
daily written schedule. 
Inclement weather is 
defined in the Weather 
Watch Chart. Consider 
humidity, wind chill and 
shade. During inclement 
weather, the outdoor 
time can be substituted 
for indoor gross motor 
play. 

Outdoor play provides children the opportunity 
for learning in a different environment. There is 
strong evidence that infant, toddler and 
preschool age children experience significant 
health benefits including: strengthening immune 
systems, maintenance of a healthy weight and 
Vitamin D exposure. There is also current 
research that shows children who play outside 
are less likely to be nearsighted. Direct exposure 
to the bright, natural light that comes from 
being outside may stimulate developing eyes in 
important ways such as maintaining the correct 
distance between the lens and the retina—which 
keeps vision in focus. 
 
Resource: Caring for our Children, third 
edition. This resource suggests at least 60 
minutes of outdoor play per day for toddler-
aged children. The time frames are pro-rated 
to accommodate part-day programs. 

 
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/fil
es/pdf/outdoor-play-benefits.pdf 
 
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/playgroun
ds-promote-safe-fun-outdoor-play-head-start-
child-care 

Infant 

7.702.58A7 Infants must be 
provided outdoor 
play at least three 
(3) times per 

The outdoor play 
should be reflected on 
a written schedule. 
The intent of this 

There is no recommendation of duration of 
outdoor time for infants, the resource book, 
Caring for our Children, third edition, and the 
Academy of Pediatrics recommends that infants 

Infant, 
Toddler 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/playgrounds-promote-safe-fun-outdoor-play-head-start-child-care
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/playgrounds-promote-safe-fun-outdoor-play-head-start-child-care
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/outdoor-play-benefits.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/outdoor-play-benefits.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/playgrounds-promote-safe-fun-outdoor-play-head-start-child-care
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/playgrounds-promote-safe-fun-outdoor-play-head-start-child-care
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/playgrounds-promote-safe-fun-outdoor-play-head-start-child-care
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week, weather 
permitting. 

regulation is to expose 
infants to the 
outdoors. The length of 
time can be 
determined by the 
needs of the children 
and weather 
conditions. 

are taken outside frequently. 

7.702.58B1 Television and 
video viewing is 
prohibited for 
children less than 
two (2) years of 
age. 

Television and video 
viewing is only allowed 
for older children as 
defined in rule. 

In the first two (2) years of life, children’s 
brains and bodies are going through critical 
periods of growth and development. It is 
important for infants and young children to 
have positive interactions with people and not 
sit in front of a screen that takes time away 
from social interaction with 
parent(s)/guardian(s) and caregivers/teachers. 
Television viewing can have modest negative 
effects on cognitive development of children. 
For that reason, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) recommends television viewing 
be discouraged for children younger than two 
(2) years of age. 

All Types 

7.702.58B2 All television, 
recorded media, 
computer, tablet 
and media devices 
are prohibited 
during snack or 
meal times. 

 Meal and snack time should be interactive. 
Appropriate conversations should be occurring. 
The use of television, recorded media and 
computers prevents engaging conversations 
from occurring during these times. 

All Types 

7.702.58B4 For children two 
(2) years of age 
and older, 
television, 

The use of television, 
recorded media and 
video time must be 
documented on the 

Studies have shown a relationship between TV 
viewing and obesity in young children. For 
children two years and older, the AAP 
recommends limiting children’s total (early 

All Types 
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recorded media 
and video time 
must be limited to 
30 minutes per 
week. 

classroom’s schedule. 
This does not include 
appropriate radio or 
recorded music. 

care and education, and home) media time 
(with entertainment media) to no more than 
one to two hours of quality programming per 
twenty-four hour period. Because children may 
watch television before and after attending 
early care and education settings, limiting 
television, recorded media and video time 
during their time in early care and education 
settings to no more than 30 minutes per week 
will help meet the AAP recommendation. 
Resource: Caring for our Children, third edition. 

7.702.58B5 For children two 
(2) years of age 
and older 
computer and 
tablet time must 
be limited to non- 
consecutive 15-
minute increments 
not to exceed 30 
minutes per day. 

Depending on the 
children’s age and 
ability, a method to 
allow a child to track 
his/her own time on 
the computer/tablet is 
recommended. 

 
Staff should be 
monitoring to 
ensure that a 15-
minute time period 
is not exceeded. 

Screen time takes away from positive 
interactions with teachers and peers. Excessive 
screen time can also affect cognitive 
development. 

Infant, 
Toddler 

7.702.58B6 For children two 
(2) years of age and 
older, television, 
recorded media, 
computer, tablet 
and media device 
time may only 
exceed 30 minutes 
per week for a 

The use of television, 
recorded media and 
video time must be 
documented on the 
classroom’s schedule. 
This does not include 
appropriate radio or 
recorded music. 

 

Studies have shown a relationship between TV 
viewing and obesity in young children. For 
children 2 years and older, the AAP 
recommends limiting children’s total (early 
care and education, and home) media time 
(with entertainment media) to no more than 
one to two hours of quality programming per 
24-hour period. Because children may watch 
television before and after attending early care 

All Types 
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special occasion. 
There is no 
restriction for 
children using 
personal adaptive 
equipment. 

Staff should be 
monitoring to ensure 
that a 15-minute time 
period is not exceeded. 

and education settings, limiting television, 
recorded media and video time during their 
time in early care and education settings to no 
more than 30 minutes per week will help meet 
the AAP recommendation.  
 
Resource: Caring for our Children, third 
edition. 

7.702.58C4 When taking 
children on a field 
trip, staff must 
have the following 
information about 
each child: name, 
address, and phone 
number of the 
child’s physician or 
other appropriate 
health care 
professional and 
the written 
authorization from 
the parent or 
guardian for 
emergency medical 
care. 

The facility must 
maintain a hard copy of 
the emergency card 
and authorization for 
emergency medical 
treatment for each 
child. 

 
Card should include: 
name, DOB, health 
information, emergency 
contact information and 
authorization for 
emergency medical 
treatment. 

 All Types 

7.702.59A2 The center must 
obtain written 
permission from 
parents or 
guardians for any 
transportation of 
their child during 

There must be written 
permission in each 
child’s file from the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
for each field 
trip/excursion, as well 
as a transportation 

This provides written documentation of all 
transportation plans and ensures that 
parent(s)/guardian(s) are informed and aware 
of where their children are while in care. 

All Types 
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care hours. agreement to take 
children to and from 
school. 

7.702.59A3 The number of 
staff members who 
accompany 
children when 
being transported 
in the vehicle must 
meet the child 
care ratio found in 
section 7.702.45. 
The driver of the 
vehicle is 
considered a staff 
member. 

The correct ratios must 
be followed at all 
times. A staff member 
in any position can 
drive the vehicle as 
long as they qualify 
under the staff driver 
rules found in section 
7.702.59. 

Ratios ensure that children are safely 
transported. 

All Types 

7.702.59A4 Children must not 
be permitted to 
ride in the front 
seat of the vehicle 
and must remain 
seated while the 
vehicle is in 
motion. All 
children must be 
secured in a child 
restraint system 
that is appropriate 
for the age and 
development of 
that child. 
The child restraint 
must conform to 

Program policies/ 
procedures for use of 
child restraints must be 
in compliance with 
current Colorado 
Passenger Safety and 
Federal Motor Vehicle 
safety standards and 
safety laws. Programs 
must ensure that staff 
members are 
appropriately trained to 
these guidelines. 

www.carseatscolorado. com 
 
http://www.dmv.org/ 
co-colorado/safety-laws. php#Child-Car-Seat-
Laws- in-Colorado 

 
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-
and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-
seat-safety-guidelines/  

All Types 

https://www.codot.gov/safety/seatbelts-carseats/carseats
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
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all applicable 
Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety 
Standards and 
Colorado child 
passenger safety 
laws. 

7.702.59A5 Children must be 
loaded and 
unloaded out of 
the path of 
moving vehicles. 

To ensure children’s 
safety, children must 
be loaded and 
unloaded from a 
vehicle from the 
curbside, which 
reduces the risk of a 
child being struck by 
another vehicle. 

 All Types 

7.702.59A6 Children must not 
be permitted to 
stand or sit on the 
floor of a moving 
vehicle, and their 
arms, legs, and 
heads must remain 
inside the vehicle 
at all times. 

To prevent injury while 
in a moving vehicle, 
children must be 
properly restrained and 
sitting in a vehicle 
seat, approved car seat 
or booster seat that 
has been properly 
installed. 

www.carseatscolorado. com 
 
http://www.dmv.org/ 
co-colorado/safety-laws. php#Child-Car-Seat-
Laws- in-Colorado 

 
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-
and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-
seat-safety-guidelines/ 

All Types 

7.702.59A7 Children must not 
be left 
unattended in the 
vehicle. 

Children must be 
directly supervised at 
all times. Attendance 
verification should be 
completed before and 
after children enter 
and exit a vehicle. 

www.carseatscolorado. com 
 
http://www.dmv.org/ 
co-colorado/safety-laws. php#Child-Car-Seat-
Laws- in-Colorado 

 
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions

All Types 

https://www.codot.gov/safety/seatbelts-carseats/carseats
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
https://www.codot.gov/safety/seatbelts-carseats/carseats
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
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After all children have 
exited the vehicle a 
staff member needs to 
go through the vehicle 
one more time and 
look to make sure a 
sleeping (or hiding) 
child is not still in the 
vehicle. 

-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-
seat-safety-guidelines/ 

7.702.59A8 Transportation 
arrangements for 
school-age 
children must be 
by agreement 
between the 
center and the 
children’s parents, 
i.e., whether the 
child can walk, 
ride a bicycle, or 
travel in a car. The 
center must 
monitor the 
children to be sure 
they arrive at the 
center when 
expected and 
follow up on their 
whereabouts if 
they are late. 
Written permission 
from parents or 
guardians for their 

Any transportation 
arrangements must be 
in writing. 

 All Types 

https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
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children to attend 
community 
functions after 
school hours must 
include 
agreements 
regarding 
transportation. 

7.702.59B1f Modifications to 
vehicles including 
but not limited to, 
the addition of 
seats and seat belts 
must be completed 
by the 
manufacturers or 
an authorized 
representative of 
the manufacturer. 
Documentation of 
such modifications 
must be available 
for review. 

Clarifies that vehicle 
modifications must be 
made only by an 
authorized 
manufacturer or an 
authorized 
representative of the 
manufacturer and 
verification of any 
modifications is readily 
available to ensure 
safety standards are not 
compromised. 

This is a safety regulation to ensure that any 
modification is done according to the 
manufacturer or an authorized representative 
of the manufacturer. 

All Types 

7.702.59C6 The driver 
shall not eat, 
smoke or use 
a cellular 
device while 
driving. 

Any type of cellular 
device unless receiving 
verbal GPS coordinates 
that were programmed 
in prior to driving. 

 
During an 
emergency, personal 
cell phones may be 
used to call for 

www.carseatscolorado. com 
 
http://www.dmv.org/ 
co-colorado/safety-laws. php#Child-Car-Seat-
Laws- in-Colorado 

 
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-
and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-
seat-safety-guidelines/  

All Types 

https://www.codot.gov/safety/seatbelts-carseats/carseats
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
http://www.dmv.org/co-colorado/safety-laws.php#Child-Car-Seat-Lawsin-Colorado
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/car-seat-safety-guidelines/
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assistance. 
7.702.59C9 Drivers must 

complete a 
minimum of four 
(4) hours of 
Department- 
approved driver 
training. The 
Department’s 
approval will be 
based on the 
review of a 
training 
curriculum that 
includes at a 
minimum: behind 
the wheel 
training; 
participant 
transport 
attendance 
procedures 
including taking 
attendance at 
the destination; 
managing 
behavioral issues; 
loading and 
unloading 
procedures; daily 
vehicle 
inspection 
procedure; 

This training can be a 
nationally developed 
training. Check with 
the insurance 
company for 
information. 

 
Facilities can develop 
their own training that 
addresses all of the 
listed procedures. This 
should be submitted to 
the 
Department for 
approval. 

 
Completion of the 
Commercial Driver 
License (CDL) will 
substitute for this 
training. 

 
All staff members 
that provide 
transportation need 
to complete the 
training by August 1, 
2016. Drivers hired 
after August 1, 2016, 
must complete the 
training prior to 
providing 

This is to ensure that staff drivers are aware 
and incompliance with safe driving standards. 

 
References to CPS & CO federal safety 
standards and laws. 

 
http://www.nsc.org/learn/safety-
training/Pages/defensive-driving-driver-safety-
training.aspx 
 
 
 
 

All Types 

http://www.nsc.org/learn/safety-training/Pages/defensive-driving-driver-safety-training.aspx
http://www.nsc.org/learn/safety-training/Pages/defensive-driving-driver-safety-training.aspx
http://www.nsc.org/learn/safety-training/Pages/defensive-driving-driver-safety-training.aspx
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proper tire 
inflation; 
emergency 
equipment and 
how to use it; 
accident 
procedures; 
passenger illness 
procedures; 
procedures for 
backing up; and 
vehicle 
evacuation 

transportation. 
 
Documentation of 
training must be 
maintained and 
available for review by 
the Department. 
 
The training must be 
reviewed every three 
years for updates 
and/or changes. Staff 
must be retrained on 
any changes and/or 
new information. 

7.702.61A Indoor and 
outdoor play 
equipment and 
materials must be 
appropriate for 
children’s ages, 
size, and 
activities. 

Items labeled for 
specific ages by the 
manufacturer will be 
followed. For example, 
if the product is labeled 
“Not for children under 
the age of 3,” then the 
product should be 
inaccessible to children 
under the age of 3. 

 All Types 

7.702.61C Indoor and outdoor 
equipment, 
materials, and 
furnishings must be 
sturdy, safe, and 
free or hazards. 

All playground 
equipment must be 
commercial grade and 
meet current Consumer 
Product Safety 
Standards or be 
inspected and approved 
by a Certified 

Johnny Jump ups 

https://www.cpsc.gov/recalls/2000/cpsc-fisher-
price-announce-recall-of-baby-jumper-seats-and-
construction-toys 

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/recalls/2000/cpsc-fisher-price-announce-recall-of-baby-jumper-seats-and-construction-toys
https://www.cpsc.gov/recalls/2000/cpsc-fisher-price-announce-recall-of-baby-jumper-seats-and-construction-toys
https://www.cpsc.gov/recalls/2000/cpsc-fisher-price-announce-recall-of-baby-jumper-seats-and-construction-toys
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Playground Safety 
Inspector (CPSI). The 
department can provide 
this service at no cost. 
The CPSI documentation 
should indicate when 
the equipment should 
be re-inspected. 
 
The use of Johnny 
Jumpers (jump-up 
seats) is prohibited. 
They have been 
determined not to be 
safe by Caring for Our 
Children & Consumer 
Product Safety 
Commission. There have 
been several reports of 
spring/clamp breaking 
on various models of 
jumpers (jump-up 
seats) according to the 
CPSC (7).  
 
Products used for 
children must be 
designed and intended 
for use by children.  
 
Infant carrier/infant 
sling/front and 
backpack carriers are 
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prohibited.  
 
Walkers with wheels are 
prohibited. 

7.702.61D Any permanently 
installed indoor 
climbing 
equipment or 
indoor portable 
climbing 
equipment 18 
inches or higher 
must have 
protective 
surfacing meeting 
current federal 
safety 
requirements. 
Protective 
surfacing must be 
installed according 
to manufacturer’s 
instructions, 
underneath and in 
the use zone 
surrounding the 
equipment. 

Permanently installed 
indoor climbing 
equipment over 18 
inches requires 
resilient surfacing that 
meets ASTM 1292 
standards. Examples 
include approved 
rubber mats and tiles. 
The facility must have 
documentation from 
the manufacturer or 
installer stating that 
the mat, tile or 
poured-in-place 
surfacing meets ASTM 
1292 standards. The 
documentation must be 
site specific. 

 
“Use zone”, formerly 
known as “fall zone” is 
the area under and 
around equipment that 
a child either falling 
from or exiting the 
equipment is expected 
to land. This area 
should be free of other 

Consumer Product Safety Standards 
recommends resilient material for all 
climbing equipment 18 inches or higher. 

 
Resilient surfacing is required in order to 
prevent traumatic head injuries and death. 
More information can be found in the US 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Public 
Playground Safety Handbook.  
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf 

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
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equipment or objects. 
 
The child care licensing 
specialist measures the 
use zone and its 
surrounding climbing 
equipment and slides. 

 
The use zone 
requirement for 
preschool climbing 
equipment should 
extend 6 feet in all 
directions from the 
outside of the 
equipment. 

 
The use zone for 
toddler equipment 
should extend 3 feet in 
all directions from the 
outside of the 
equipment. The 
exception is the slide 
exit (area at the end of 
the slide) that requires 
a 6-foot use zone. 

 
Protective resilient 
surfacing is required in 
the entire use zone. All 
playground equipment 
must be commercial 



Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 128 
 

grade and must meet 
current Consumer 
Product Standards or be 
inspected by a Certified 
Playground Safety 
(CPSI). The Department 
can provide this service 
at no cost.   

7.702.61E Mats 
manufactured for 
indoor climbing 
equipment over 18 
inches or higher 
must meet current 
federal safety 
requirements. 
Written 
documentation 
from manufacturer 
must be available 
for review at all 
times. 

Written documentation 
must state the indoor 
surfacing must meet 
ASTM 1292. The 
documentation must be 
site specific from the 
manufacturer or 
installer. 

Consumer Product Safety Standards 
recommends resilient material for all climbing 
equipment 18 inches or higher. 

 
General information on use zones and resilient 
surfacing can be found on the US Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, Public Playground 
Safety Handbook. 
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf 

All Types 

7.702.61F Durable furniture 
such as tables and 
chairs must be 
child-sized or 
appropriately 
adapted for 
children’s use. 

Children should be able 
to place their feet on 
the ground when sitting 
in a chair. The 
exception to this is a 
bucket-designed 
feeding table for 
younger children. 

 All Types 

7.702.62B2 Moving equipment 
must be located 
toward the edge or 

Examples include 
swings and merry-go-
rounds. 

Prevents injuries caused by conflicting 
activities. More information can be found in the 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission, 

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
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corner of a play 
area or be designed 
in such a way as to 
discourage children 
from running into 
the path of the 
moving equipment. 

Public Playground Safety Handbook. 
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf 

7.702.62B3 Metal equipment 
must be placed in 
the shade when 
possible and must 
be arranged so that 
children playing on 
one piece of 
equipment will not 
interfere with 
children playing on 
or running to 
another piece of 
equipment. 

Metal and plastic 
equipment on the 
playground should be 
checked for hot 
surfaces prior to 
children using the 
equipment. 

 
Shade is also 
recommended. 

Safety regulation to prevent children from 
being burned on a hot surface on playground 
equipment. 

All Types 

7.702.62B4 The maximum 
height of any 
piece of 
playground 
equipment is six 
(6) feet if 
accessible to 
children two and 
one half  (2 -1/2) 
to six (6) years of 
age, and three (3) 
feet if accessible 
to children less 

The height of the 
climbing equipment is 
generally measured 
from the platform or 
designated play space 
(where children are 
intended to play) to 
the ground. 

More information can be found in the US 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Public 
Playground Safety Handbook. 
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf 
 

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
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than two and one 
half (2-1/2) years 
of age. 

7.702.62B5 All pieces of 
playground 
equipment must be 
designed to guard 
against entrapment 
and strangulation. 

Potential entrapment 
hazards are openings 
or spaces on 
equipment between 
3½ inches and 9 
inches. For example, 
slats used on platform 
railings. 

 
Children should not 
wear their bicycle 
helmets while on 
playground 
equipment. There 
have been recent 
head entrapment 
incidents in which 
children wearing their 
bicycle helmets 
became entrapped in 
spaces that would not 
normally be 
considered a head 
entrapment. 

 
Strangulation hazards 
can be avoided by not 
adding additional 
ropes on playground 
equipment. Any 

Children can become entrapped by entering 
feet first and the body cannot pass through, or 
attempt to go head first through any opening. 
Head entrapments are the most serious when 
the opening is off the ground. More information 
can be found in the US Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, Public Playground Safety 
Handbook.  
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf 

 
 

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
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climbing rope 
installed by the 
manufacturer should 
always be attached at 
both ends to avoid 
strangulation/entangl
ement. 

 
Gaps between a 
platform on a 
climbing structure and 
the slide poses a 
potential for 
entanglement. A 
child’s drawstring 
from coats, hoodies or 
sweatshirts can 
become entangled. 

 
Gaps on slides should be 
repaired according to 
the manufacturer’s 
instructions. If a 
manufacturer is no 
longer available for 
recommendations, then 
the gap can be 
corrected in a number 
or ways, such as 
applying sealant or 
caulk to the gap.  

 
Protective resilient 
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surfacing is required in 
the entire use zone.  All 
playground equipment 
must be commercial 
grade and must meet 
current Consumer 
Product Standards or be 
inspected by a Certified 
Playground Safety 
(CPSI). The Department 
can provide this service 
at no cost.   

7.702.62B6 Portable climbing 
equipment 18 
inches or higher 
must have 
protective 
surfacing, meeting 
current federal 
safety 
requirements, 
underneath and in 
the use zone 
surrounding the 
equipment, and 
installed 
according to 
manufacturer 
instructions. 

Currently the depth 
requirement for 
protective, loose fill 
resilient surfacing is 6 
inches for equipment 
over 3 feet in height, 4 
inches for equipment 
between 18 inches and 
3 feet. Examples of 
loose fill surfacing are: 
wood chips, wood 
mulch, engineered 
wood fiber, pea gravel, 
synthetic pea gravel, 
shredded rubber tires 
and fine loose sand. 

 
Consumer Product 
Safety (CPSC) and the 
American Society for 
Testing and Materials 

More information can be found in the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Public 
Playground Safety Handbook. 
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf 
 
 

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
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(ASTM) currently 
recommends 9 inches 
of loose fill surfacing in 
order to protect 
children from traumatic 
brain injuries and death 
if they fall off the 
equipment. Indoor or 
outdoor solid unitary 
surfaces such as 
poured- in-place, 
playground tiles, 
approved rubber mats, 
and AstroTurf with pad 
must have 
documentation from 
the manufacturer or 
installer stating it 
meets ASTM 1292 
standards. The 
documentation must be 
site specific. 

 
All playground 
equipment must be 
commercial grade and 
meet current Consumer 
Product Safety Standards 
or be inspected and 
approved by a Certified 
Play- ground Safety 
Inspector (CPSI). 
The Department can 
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provide this service at 
no cost. The CPSI 
documentation should 
indicate when the 
equipment should be 
re-inspected. 

7.702.62B7 All pieces of 
permanently 
installed 
playground 
equipment must 
be surrounded by 
a resilient 
surface of a 
depth of at least 
four (4) inches. 
For equipment 
over three (3) 
feet in height, 
resilient material 
must be a depth 
of at least six (6) 
inches. Mats 
manufactured for 
resilient material 
for both 
equipment 
heights must 
meet current 
federal safety 
standards. 
Written 
documentation 

Currently the depth 
requirement in for 
protective loose fill 
resilient surfacing is 6 
inches for equipment 
over 3 feet in height, 
4 inches for equipment 
between 18 inches and 
3 feet. Examples of 
loose fill surfacing are: 
wood chips, wood 
mulch, engineered 
wood fiber, pea 
gravel, synthetic pea 
gravel, shredded 
rubber tires, and fine 
loose sand. 

 
Consumer Product 
Safety (CPSC) and the 
American Society for 
Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) currently 
recommends 9 inches of 
loose fill surfacing in 
order to protect 
children from traumatic 

More information can be found in the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Public 
Playground Safety Handbook. 
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf 
 

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf


Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 135 
 

from 
manufacturer 
must be available 
for review at all 
times. 

brain injuries and death 
if they fall off the 
equipment. Indoor or 
outdoor solid unitary 
surfaces such as poured-
in-place, playground 
tiles, approved rubber 
mats, and AstroTurf 
with pad must have 
documentation from the 
manufacturer or 
installer stating it meets 
ASTM 1292 standards. 
The documentation 
must be site specific. 
 

Research indicates that 
the 6 inches of resilient 
surface should only be 
one type surface. 

7.702.62B8 Sand used 
as a 
resilient 
surface 
must be 
raked 
regularly to 
retain its 
resiliency 
and to 
retain a 
depth of at 
least six (6) 

Sand can easily become 
compressed and hard, 
therefore it should be 
raked and fluffed on a 
regular basis. Sand can 
be displaced so it must 
be raked back into the 
use zone to ensure 
proper depth. Sand 
should be checked daily 
for foreign objects. 

More information can be found in the US 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Public 
Playground Safety Handbook. 
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf  

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
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inches. 
7.702.62B9 Department-

approved resilient 
surfacing includes 
loose fill materials 
such as wood 
chips, wood 
mulch, engineered 
wood fiber, pea 
gravel, synthetic 
pea gravel, 
shredded rubber 
tires, and fine 
loose sand. Solid 
unitary materials 
include poured in 
place surfacing, 
approved rubber 
mats, playground 
tiles, and Astro 
turf with built in 
resilient pad. 

Loose fill resilient 
surfacing can be easily 
displaced. To ensure 
the proper minimum 
depth requirement is 
maintained, the 
materials must be 
regularly raked back 
into the use zone area, 
especially areas under 
slides and swings. 

More information can be found in the US 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Public 
Playground Safety Handbook.  
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf 

All Types 

7.702.62E An appropriate 
supply of play 
materials must be 
readily accessible 
to children and 
must be arranged in 
an orderly manner 
so that children can 
select, remove, and 
replace the play 
materials either 

Accessible means toys 
and materials must be 
stored low enough for 
children to easily 
access. Containers that 
children cannot open or 
reach without assistance 
are not considered 
easily accessible. 

Allowing children to access play materials 
encourages more independent, creative play. 

Infant,  
Toddler, 
Preschool 

children under 
three years of 

age 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
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independently or 
with minimum 
assistance. 

7.702.62F Toys, toy parts, 
furnishings, 
equipment and 
materials 
accessible to 
children less than 
three (3) years 
must not be a 
choke hazard or 
able to be 
inhaled. Any area 
of the facility 
accessible to 
children less than 
three (3) years of 
age must be free 
of any choke or 
inhalation 
hazards. 

This list also includes 
art materials such as 
pom-poms, sequins, 
noodles, foam 
stickers, cotton balls 
and miscellaneous 
collage materials, etc. 

 
This regulation also 
includes any object 
hanging on the wall or 
ceiling containing small 
materials. Facilities 
can use wooden frames 
or other safe methods 
to display artwork. 

 
Common hallways are 
also included in 
accessible areas. 

Safety regulation to prevent possible choking 
and inhalations injuries to children. 

Infant,  
Toddler, 

Preschool 
children under 
three years of 

age 

7.702.62G Toys, toy parts, 
furnishings, 
equipment and 
materials made of 
brittle, easily 
breakable plastic 
or glass are not 
permitted for 
children less than 

This includes any object 
hanging on the wall or 
ceiling containing small 
materials. Glass fish 
tanks are acceptable. 

 
Glass items such as a 
vase is acceptable as a 
decoration in the 
classroom if it is 

Safety regulation to prevent injuries. All Types 
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five (5) years of 
age. 

inaccessible to 
children. 

 
A material waiver may 
be submitted for use of 
glass material accessible 
to children less than 5 
years of age according 
to Colorado Statute. 

7.702.62K Drop-in centers 
providing an 
indoor climbing 
structure must 
have protective 
surfacing 
underneath and in 
the use zone 
surrounding the 
equipment 
meeting current 
federal safety 
requirements. 

Permanently installed 
indoor climbing 
equipment over 18 
inches requires 
resilient surfacing that 
meets ASTM 1292 
standards. Examples 
include approved 
rubber mats and tiles. 
The facility must have 
documentation from 
the manufacturer or 
installer stating that 
the mat, tile or 
poured-in-place 
surfacing meets ASTM 
1292 standards. The 
documentation must 
be site specific. 

 
“Use zone”, formerly 
known as “fall zone” is 
the area under and 
around equipment that 

More information can be found in the US 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Public 
Playground Safety Handbook. 
 
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf 

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/324.pdf
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a child either falling 
from or exiting the 
equipment is expected 
to land. This area 
should be free of other 
equipment or objects. 

 
A child care licensing 
specialist measures 
the use zone 
surrounding climbing 
equipment and slides. 

 
The use zone 
requirement for 
preschool climbing 
equipment should 
extend 6 feet in all 
directions from the 
outside of the 
equipment. The use 
zone for toddler 
equipment should 
extend 3 feet in all 
directions from the 
outside of the 
equipment. The 
exception is the slide 
exit (area at the end of 
the slide) that requires 
a 6-foot use zone. 

 
Protective/resilient 
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surfacing is required in 
the entire use zone. All 
playground equipment 
must be commercial 
grade and meet current 
Consumer Product 
Safety Standards or be 
inspected and approved 
by a Certified 
Playground Safety 
Inspector (CPSI). The 
Department can provide 
this service at no cost. 
The CPSI documentation 
should indicate when 
the equipment should 
be re-inspected. 

7.702.63D In rooms used for 
napping, the lights 
must be dim at nap 
time to promote an 
atmosphere 
conducive to sleep. 

There must be adequate 
light in the room to 
allow staff members to 
see all children in the 
classroom. 

This is to allow children a relaxing environment 
to sleep and light for staff members to see 
children for supervision. 

All Types 

7.702.63E In the toddler 
room, a crib, 
sleeping cot, or two 
(2) inch mat must 
be provided for 
each child, and 
there must be a 
minimum of two (2) 
feet between each 
crib or cot. Aisles 

2 feet must be 
maintained at all times. 

 
The facility should 
maintain written 
permission from the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
for a child less than two 
to sleep on the cot. 

2 feet is required to reduce the transmission 
of germs. 

Toddler 
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between cots or 
cribs must be kept 
free of all 
obstructions while 
cribs are occupied. 
No child less than 
the age of two (2) 
years should use a 
cot for sleeping 
without permission 
of the parent or 
guardian. 

7.702.63E1 Individual cribs 
must provide 
each toddler with 
sufficient space 
for the toddler’s 
length, size, and 
movement, and 
must meet 
federal 
Consumer Product 
Safety Commission 
standards. 
Each crib must be 
fitted with a firm, 
comfortable 
mattress and heavy 
plastic sheeting or 
other type of 
waterproof 
material. If 
individual cribs are 

If cribs are used in 
a toddler room the 
cribs must meet 
current CPSC crib 
requirements. 
Cribs must also be 
separated from 
play areas by a 
safe and sturdy 
divider. 

 
Crib sheets 
intended for the 
mattress and that 
fit the crib should 
be used. 

 
The crib sheet must be 
snug but not change 
the shape of the 
mattress. Mattress 

https://www.cpsc.gov/safety-
education/safety-education-centers/cribs 

 
Document in Resources: 
Crib Safety 

All Types 

https://www.cpsc.gov/safety-education/safety-education-centers/cribs
https://www.cpsc.gov/safety-education/safety-education-centers/cribs
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used, they must be 
separated by a 
sturdy divider from 
the area used for 
activities. 

must lay flat in the 
crib. 

7.702.71A3 Rooms licensed for 
specific ages of 
children cannot be 
used for other ages 
of children without 
the prior written 
approval of the 
licensing authority. 

A room licensed as an 
infant room, is 
approved for infants 
from 6 weeks to 18 
months of age. 

 
A toddler room 
licensed for children 
under the age of 2 
cannot be used for 
toddlers over the age 
of 2 without 
approval. A toddler 
room for children 2 
and older requires a 
toilet. 

 
A room licensed as a 
preschool room can be 
used for any child from 
2½ to 7 years of age. 
Equipment and toys 
must be checks for 
small items if the room 
is licensed for 2½ to 3 
year old children. No 
approval for change is 
required. 

Rooms are licensed for a specific age of 
children due to their specific ages and 
developmental needs. 

Infant 
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If a room is changing 
from a 3 and 4 years old 
room to a 4 to 5 year old 
room, then no written 
permission is required by 
the Department. 

 
If the capacity of the 
any room would 
change, then a fee 
and written request 
is required along with 
written Department 
approval for the 
change. 

 
The only exception to 
this is regulation 
7.702.45 A 2. 

7.702.71B1 The infant 
program must be 
located on the 
grade level. 

Grade level means no 
steps from infant 
entrances and exits. 
This provides a safe 
egress in the event 
that infants need to be 
evacuated by using a 
crib or approved 
mobile equipment. 

 
For buildings with 
steps, ramps can be 
installed with building, 

 Infant 
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licensing and fire 
Department approval. 

7.702.71B2 If the infant 
program is in the 
same building as 
a facility caring 
for children of 
other ages, the 
infant program 
must be 
physically 
separated in 
different rooms. 

Allows for care of 
multiple age groups, 
however, infant and 
toddlers cannot be 
mixed with older 
children and must be 
cared for in 
completely separate 
rooms. For infant and 
toddler classrooms 
that have Dutch 
doors, both the top 
and bottom of the 
door must be closed 
at all times. 

 
For buildings that are 
constructed without 
floor to ceiling walls, 
infant and toddler rooms 
must have a wall height 
of at least 8 feet. 

This prevents the introduction of foreign items 
that are potential hazard items to infant and 
toddlers. 

 
This prevents the spread of potential germs and 
exposure of illnesses to infants and toddlers. 

Infant 

7.702.71C1 The toddler 
program must be 
located on the 
grade level. 

This provides a safe 
entrance and egress for 
young children 
mastering walking and 
stairs. 

Ensures a safe and timely emergency 
evacuation. 

Infant, 
Toddler 
Center 

7.702.71C2 If the toddler 
program is 
combined with a 
large child care 

For buildings that are 
constructed without 
floor to ceiling exterior 
walls, toddler rooms 

This prevents the spread of potential germs and 
exposure of illnesses to toddlers. 

 
This prevents the introduction of foreign items 

Toddler 
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center or an infant 
program, toddler 
facilities, both 
indoor and outdoor, 
must be completely 
separate from 
facilities for other 
age groups, except 
as allowed by 
Section 7.702.73, 
B, 8 and 10. 

 
If the facility 
wishes to provide 
opportunities for a 
toddler to have 
occasional contact 
with siblings, plans 
must be approved 
by the Department 
licensing 
representative. 

must have a wall height 
of at least 8 feet. 

that are potential hazard items to toddlers. 

7.70271C3 A toddler program 
located in a drop-in 
child care center 
licensed for five (5) 
or fewer toddlers 
may be separated 
from the rest of the 
center by a five (5) 
foot wall.  

Infant and toddler 
rooms must be 
separated by full 8-foot 
walls and full doors. 
Drop in centers that 
are licensed for 5 or 
less toddlers must have 
five feet walls and a 
half door. Drop in 
centers licensed for 6 
or more toddlers must 

 Toddler 
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have full 8-foot walls 
and full doors.  

7.702.72B Prior to 
construction, 
architectural plans 
for new buildings or 
for extensive 
remodeling of 
existing buildings 
must be submitted 
for review and 
approval by the 
Department, the 
local fire 
Department, and 
the local building 
Department as to 
appropriateness, 
adequacy, and 
suitability for child 
care functions. 

Extensive remodeling 
means the movement 
of a classroom wall, 
the addition or removal 
of a space within the 
pre-existing room 
(bathroom, closet, 
etc.), any addition or 
removal of any 
plumbing features 
(sinks, kitchens, rest 
rooms), the removal or 
addition of space to 
the outdoor play area 
or classroom or any 
other construction that 
would affect the ages, 
capacity, or the 
structural integrity of 
the building. 

 All Types 

7.702.73Aa If a separate sleep 
room is provided, it 
must have enough 
square footage that 
all babies and cribs 
are easily accessible 
to staff members. 
The activity room 
must contain at 
least 35 square feet 
per child. 

Existing separate rooms 
approved and licensed 
prior to December 31, 
2015 are allowed. 

 
After December 31, 
2015, separate sleep 
rooms must be 
prohibited in new 
construction, change of 
governing body and 

Separate sleep rooms do not allow for active 
staff supervision and monitoring of infants to 
prevent SIDS and SUIDS. 

Toddler 
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change of capacity in 
child care centers, 
section 7.702.54 C 14. 

7.702.73B9 The total outdoor 
play area for 
toddler age groups 
must be a minimum 
of 750 square feet 
if licensed for 10 
toddlers and 1,050 
square feet if 
licensed for 14 or 
more toddlers, or 
75 square feet per 
child for the largest 
group size for which 
the program is 
licensed. 

Clarifies that an outdoor 
toddler play area only 
needs to be as large as 
the number of toddlers 
for which the program is 
licensed, which is 750 
square feet for 10 
toddlers and 1,050 for 
14 toddlers. 

The current regulation requires a minimum of 
1,500 square feet per playground regardless of 
age. This regulation allows for square footage 
based on the largest group size allowed for 
toddlers 14 toddlers x 75 square feet is 1,050. 

Infant, 
Toddler 

7.702.74B1 A table, counter, 
or shelf, separate 
from the diaper 
changing area, 
must be available 
for preparing 
infants’ and 
toddlers’ food. 

 This is required as a health and safety practice 
for food preparation at the facility. 

 
https://www.colorado.gov/ 
pacific/cdphe/child-care 

Infant,  
Toddler 

7.702.74B2 The program must 
prepare formula or 
food in the center’s 
kitchen, or must 
have a second sink 
or a covered 
commercial 

An example of a 
commercial container 
with spigot is a 
portable water 
dispenser. 

This is required as a health and safety practice 
for how any food is being prepared by the 
facility to avoid any cross-contamination. 

All Types 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/child-care
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/child-care
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container with a 
spigot for 
preparation of 
formula and food. 

7.702.75A Toilet facilities for 
the staff and other 
adults must be in 
separate 
compartments or 
separated by a 
partition from the 
children’s 
facilities, except in 
centers licensed 
for 
30 or fewer 
children and in 
centers with 
programs of four 
(4) hours or less. 

To align with the new 
definition of the part 
day programs, this will 
be allowed for any 
program that operates 
five hours or less. 

This is required to allow for privacy for children 
and adults using the restroom. 

All Types 

7.702.75B Toilet rooms for 
children must be 
separate from 
rooms used for 
other purposes and 
must be located on 
the same floor as 
the inside play 
area. 

In classrooms where 
toilets are located 
within the room, the 
toilet area must be 
separate and allow for 
privacy and health 
safety. 

This is to allow privacy for children using the 
restroom and to ensure that children have 
access to a restroom near them. 

All Types  

7.702.75C A minimum of 
one (1) lavatory 
and one (1) flush 
toilet must be 

Urinals are not counted 
in as flush toilets. 

 All Types 
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provided for 
each 15 or fewer 
children. Drop-
in child care 
centers must 
provide a 
minimum of one 
(1) lavatory and 
one (1) flush 
toilet for each 
20 or fewer 
children. 

7.702.75D The same toilet 
facilities must 
not be used 
simultaneously 
by school-age 
children of both 
sexes, and 
toilets for 
school-age 
children must be 
separated by 
partitions to 
provide privacy. 

One toilet may be 
alternating from girls 
and boys by a label or 
other indicator showing 
the alternating use by 
boys and girls. 

 
Staff members should 
monitor the toilet 
facilities to ensure that 
boys and girls are not 
accessing the same 
facilities at the same 
time. 

This is required for the safety of children using 
the restroom and to allow for privacy for 
children using the restroom. 

Toddler 

7.702.75G Toilet rooms for 
children must be 
located within the 
toddler program. 
Drop-in child care 
centers need not 
provide a toilet in 

A toilet is required in 
the toddler classroom. 

This is required to ensure that toddlers who are 
ready to begin toilet training have access to a 
toilet. 

Infant 
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the toddler 
classroom if the 
facility is licensed 
for 10 or fewer 
toddlers. A diaper 
change table and 
hand washing sink 
is required in 
every toddler 
classroom meeting 
requirements at 
section 7.702.53, 
B. 

7.702.75H Each infant 
classroom must 
have one (1) diaper 
changing station 
and hand washing 
sink meeting 
requirements at 
section 7.702.53, 
b. 

 This is to ensure that there is a diaper 
changing area and hand washing sink for 
infants that meet health and safety standards 
in the classroom. 

Preschools, 
Centers, 
Drop-in 

7.702.75I One (1) designated 
diaper change area 
is required for 
every 
24 preschool age 
children. 

This can be an area in 
a restroom. See 
section 7.702.53B 1-3. 

 
This does not 
necessarily need to be 
a fixed station. 

This is to ensure that there is an adequate 
number of diaper changing areas available for 
any preschool children who are in need of a 
diaper change while at the facility. 

 
Preschool children develop at different rates. 
This rule was modified to allow the facility to 
have flexibility of the diaper changing area. 

All Types 

7.702.76A Office space 
separate from 
areas used by 

This space should be 
safe, free from hazards 
and ready for 

This is designed to allow staff members to 
complete office duties in a more conducive 
environment that does not interfere with the 

All Types 
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children, other 
than for isolation 
purposes, must 
be provided for 
staff to perform 
administrative 
duties. 

inspection. 
 
When a child is isolated 
from others, the child 
must be supervised by a 
qualified adult. 

supervision of children or other classroom 
duties. 

7.702.76B The office must 
have sufficient 
space for 
maintenance and 
safe storage of 
children’s and 
staff’s records and 
the center’s 
business records. 

 This is to ensure the facility has proper 
storage for staff and children’s files. All items 
should be stored in a safe manner that does 
not impact the space dedicated for children. 

All Types 

7.702.81A Buildings must be 
kept in good 
repair and 
maintained in a 
safe condition. 

 Numerous safety hazards can occur in a learning 
environment and not all hazards can be 
anticipated. This rule is in place to ensure the 
health and safety of all occupants in the 
building. 

All Types 

7.702.81B Major cleaning is 
prohibited in rooms 
occupied by 
children. 

Major cleaning includes 
but is not limited to: 
any chemical spraying 
or chemical application 
(pesticides, varnish, 
waxing, polishing 
agents or carpet 
cleaning agents, etc.). 

This is required as a health and safety practice 
for children present in the facility, so they do 
not come into contact with any of the cleaning 
elements being used by the facility for major 
cleaning. 

 
 

All Types 

7.702.81C Volatile substances 
such as gasoline, 
kerosene, fuel oil, 

Plastic bags filled with 
items and materials are 
allowed in classrooms. 

This is a safety regulation to ensure that 
hazardous items are not accessible to children. 

 

All Types 
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and oil- based 
paints, firearms, 
explosives, and 
other hazardous 
items must not be 
stored in any area 
of the building used 
for child care. 
Plastic bags and 
sharp tools and 
instruments must 
be stored in areas 
inaccessible to 
children. 

Proper supervision 
around children with 
filled plastic bags is 
required. 

 
Empty plastic bags 
must be out of the 
reach of children. 

Empty plastic bags must be out of the reach 
of children to prevent suffocation hazards. 

7.702.81D Combustibles 
such as cleaning 
rags, mops, and 
cleaning 
compounds must 
be stored in 
well-ventilated 
areas, separated 
from flammable 
materials, and 
stored in areas 
inaccessible to 
children. 

 This is a health and safety regulation to 
prevent any toxic fumes from cleaning 
compounds and materials to build up in the 
facility. 

 
It is also required to prevent any possible fire 
hazards and to prevent children from 
accessing these items. 

All Types 

7.702.81E All heating units, 
gas or electric, 
must be installed 
and maintained 
with safety devices 
to prevent fire, 

 This is required to prevent any fire hazards. It 
also prevents occupants from coming into 
contact with any heating elements that could 
cause a burn or safety hazard. 

All Types 



Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 153 
 

explosions, and 
other hazards. No 
open-flame gas or 
oil stoves, 
unscreened 
fireplaces, hot 
plates, or unvented 
heaters can be 
used for heating 
purposes. All 
heating elements, 
including hot water 
pipes, must be 
insulated or 
installed in such a 
way that children 
cannot come in 
contact with them. 

7.702.81F Nothing 
flammable or 
combustible can 
be stored within 
three (3) feet of 
a furnace or hot 
water heater. 

Flammable items are 
anything that can 
ignite from a spark or 
flame including, but 
not limited to: 
cardboard, paper and 
cloth. Combustible 
items may include: 
aerosol sprays (hair 
spray, body spray, bug 
repellant), gasoline, 
kerosene, paint, paint 
thinners, motor oil or 
anything labeled as a 
flammable material. 

This is a safety regulation to prevent 
possible fire hazards in the facility. 

All Types 
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7.702.81G In rooms used by 
children, all 
electrical outlets 
that are accessible 
to children must 
have protective 
covers, or safety 
outlets must be 
installed. 

Safety outlets installed 
must be in working 
condition. 

 
A protective cover 
means a product that 
was manufactured 
for making the 
outlets inaccessible. 

This is to prevent any possible safety concerns 
with children. 

All Types 

7.702.81I Closets, attics, 
basements, 
cellars, furnace 
rooms, and exit 
routes must be 
kept free from 
accumulation of 
extraneous 
materials such 
as discarded 
furniture, 
furnishings, 
newspapers, 
and magazines. 

 This is required to prevent possible fire hazards 
and to ensure that exits are not blocked. 

All Types 

7.702.81J Children less than 
two (2) years of age 
must be excluded 
from the kitchen. 
When children age 
two (2) and older 
prepare food at the 
center, they may 
use only equipment 
and appliances that 

The age and 
developmental ability 
of all children should 
be taken into 
consideration when the 
facility is selecting the 
cooking activity, 
materials and 
equipment associated 
with the activity to 

This is a safety requirement to prevent children 
less than 2 years of age from accessing any 
unsafe materials and equipment. 

 
Regulation is designed to prevent children 2 and 
older, performing cooking activities, from 
getting injured from unsafe equipment and 
materials used during the activity. 
http://co.cookingmatters.org 
 

All Types 

http://co.cookingmatters.org/
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do not present a 
safety hazard. Staff 
child ratios must be 
maintained. 

ensure safety and 
appropriateness for the 
children and staff 
involved. 

 

7.702.81K First Aid supplies 
must be 
maintained and 
made accessible to 
staff throughout 
the center and 
stored in areas 
inaccessible to 
children. 

First aid kits must be 
maintained to ensure 
that staff members will 
always find the 
supplies necessary in 
the kit. First aid kits 
should be accessible to 
staff outside and on 
field trips. 

To ensure staff members are able to attend to 
a child requiring first aid in a timely manner. 

All Types 

7.702.81L All outdoor areas 
available to 
children’s 
activities must be 
maintained in a 
safe condition by 
removal of debris, 
dilapidated 
structures, broken 
or worn play 
equipment. The 
center must 
identify hazardous, 
high-risk areas. 
These areas must 
be made 
inaccessible to 
children. 

The facility must check 
the outdoor areas used 
for children for 
potential safety 
concerns and make 
these inaccessible to 
children to prevent 
injuries. These may 
include but are not 
limited to: water 
hazards, electrical 
hazards, fall hazards, 
icy surfaces, hot 
surfaces and foreign 
objects in the area that 
pose a safety concern 
(needles, broken glass, 
etc.). 

Proper maintenance of outdoor areas reduces 
the risk of potential safety concerns and 
hazards. 

 
Document in Resources: 
Outdoor Safety Checklist - Sample 

All Types 

7.702.81M Playground surfaces 
must be checked 

The facility must check 
the outdoor areas used 

This is required to ensure that the outdoor 
areas used by children are safe and do not pose 

All Types 
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on a daily basis for 
the presence of 
dangerous or other 
foreign materials. 
Playground 
equipment must be 
checked for safety 
on a monthly basis. 

for children for potential 
safety concerns and make 
these inaccessible to 
children to prevent 
injuries. These may 
include but are not 
limited to: water 
hazards, electrical 
hazards, fall hazards, icy 
surfaces, hot surfaces 
and foreign objects in the 
area that pose a safety 
concern (needles, broken 
glass, etc.). 
 
The intent is that the 
playground surfaces 
are checked prior to 
the children going 
outside. 

any potential hazards to children. 
 
A playground inspection prior to outdoor play 
should completed by staff to eliminate hazards. 

 
Document in Resources: 
Outdoor Safety Checklist - Sample 

7.702.81N Window blind 
cords must be 
secured out of 
children’s reach to 
prevent 
strangulation. 

Window blind cords 
must be maintained 
and secured in a 
manner that keeps 
them inaccessible to 
children are all times. 

 All Types 

7.702.81O Items labeled 
“keep out of 
reach of children” 
must be 
inaccessible to 
children. 

Inaccessible means that 
children cannot reach, 
touch, or obtain the 
item. 

Regulation aligns with the safety warnings 
placed on products by the manufacturer that 
must be followed by the facility. 

All Types 
where 

children are 
under 3 

7.702.81P Staples must be A staple fully secured This is a safety practice to prevent children All Types 
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inaccessible to 
children less than 
three (3) years of 
age. 

in the object is 
allowed. For example: 
In a bulletin board, art 
project, etc. 

 
If staples are found on 
the ground or loose, this 
will be cited as a 
violation for the safety 
hazard. 

 
This includes any areas 
where children under 
the age of 3 have access 
in the facility (gross-
motor room, hallways, 
classroom, etc.). 

under the age of 3 from inhaling, ingesting or 
possible retinal damage. 

where 
children are 

under 3 

7.702.81Q Thumb tacks must 
not be used in 
areas accessible 
to children less 
than three (3) 
years of age. 

This includes any areas 
where children under 
the age of 3 have access 
in the facility (gross-
motor room, hallways, 
classroom, etc.). 

 
Thumb tack means 
thumb tack/pushpin. 

Thumb tacks/pushpins are considered a sharp 
object that children under three can inhale or 
ingest. 

All Types 

7.702.82A Every building and 
structure must 
have sufficient 
exits to permit the 
prompt escape of 
occupants in case 
of fire or other 

 The intent of this rule is to ensure that all 
occupants of the building have quick access 
to escape the building at any time. 

All Types 
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emergency. 
Additional 
safeguards must 
be provided for 
life safety in case 
any single 
safeguard is 
ineffective due to 
some human or 
mechanical 
failure. 

7.702.82B Every building or 
structure must be 
constructed, 
arranged, 
equipped, 
maintained, and 
operated as to 
avoid undue danger 
to the lives and 
safety of its 
occupants from 
fire, smoke, fumes, 
or resulting panic 
during the period 
of time reasonably 
necessary for 
escape from the 
building or 
structure in case of 
fire or other 
emergency. 

This includes any exit 
path from the facility. 

The purpose of this rule is to ensure that the 
facility has adequate and well-maintained 
exits for all occupants in the building and that 
the facility operates in a safe manner. 

All Types 

7.702.82C In every building or This may include The intent of the rule is to ensure that all All Types 



Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 159 
 

structure, exits 
must be arranged 
and maintained so 
as to provide free 
and unobstructed 
egress from all 
parts of the 
building or 
structure at all 
times when it is 
occupied. No lock 
or fastening to 
prevent free escape 
from the inside of 
any building can be 
installed. Only 
panic hardware or 
single-action 
hardware is 
permitted on a door 
or on a pair of 
doors. All door 
hardware must be 
within the reach of 
children. 

equipment, materials or 
an object blocking any 
exit or method of 
evacuation. 

 
This would include a 
blocked or inaccessible 
piece of infant 
equipment used for 
evacuation. A frequent 
violation is items under 
and around evacuation 
equipment in the infant 
room. 

 
A locked deadbolt is 
not considered a 
lock allowing free 
escape and is not 
single-action 
hardware on a door. 
A note should be 
placed on the door 
stating the door 
must remain 
unlocked during 
business hours. 

 
A doorknob safety 
cover placed on a door 
handle or any other 
type of locking device 
is not allowed on any 

occupants can safety and quickly exit the 
building. This is the reason for the 
accessibility of the door hardware, the type of 
hardware that is allowed and the maintenance 
and structure of the egress from the building. 
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exit doors. 
7.702.82D No child of less 

than first grade 
school level can 
be cared for in 
areas above or 
below the main 
floor of exit 
unless allowed by 
the Uniform 
Building Code and 
approved by the 
local fire 
department. 

The facility would need 
to provide written 
documentation verifying 
that the area above or 
below the main floor of 
exit is approved for use 
for the ages of children 
allowed by building 
code and the local fire 
department. 

This is to ensure that younger children can 
access and exit the building in a safe manner 
determined by partnering agencies and 
building codes. 

All Types 

7.702.82E One exit from 
each room must 
be directly to the 
exterior of the 
building or to a 
common hallway 
leading to the 
exterior. 
The exit path 
must not go 
through another 
classroom to get 
to the hallway. 

The exit path must not 
go through another 
classroom to gain 
access to the exterior 
of the building. 

This is to ensure that all occupants can exit the 
building in a prompt manner. 

All Types 

7.702.82F Each center must 
have at least two 
(2) approved, 
alternate means 
of egress from 

There must be two 
approved means of exit. 

This is to ensure that the facility has an 
alternate route of evacuating the building if 
one of the exits is compromised. 

All Types 
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each floor of the 
building or to a 
common hallway 
leading to the 
exterior. They 
must be at 
different 
locations. 

7.702.82H If the center has a 
security lock on 
outside exit doors, 
the center must 
obtain written 
permission from 
the local fire 
Department; and 
there must be a 
written sign 
attached to the 
door instructing 
center staff that 
the security lock is 
not to be utilized 
when children are 
present at the 
center. 

If the facility has a lock 
that is not single-action 
hardware (deadbolt or 
other locking 
mechanism), the lock 
must be unlocked 
during business hours. 

This allows for emergency evacuation. All Types 

7.702.91 The center must 
maintain and 
update annually a 
record on each 
child that 
includes: 

Annually means 12 
months from when it 
was signed by the 
parent(s)/guardian(s). 

 
An electronic 

This is to ensure that the facility has 
current and accurate information 
pertaining to the child. 

All Types 
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version of the 
child’s file is 
acceptable. 
 
The center must 
immediately update any 
changes to information 
for children and 
parents/guardians in 
the program. 

7.702.91C Any special 
instructions as to 
how the parents 
or guardians can 
be reached 
during the hours 
the child is at 
the center. 

 This information is required to give the facility 
a means of contacting the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) for anything relating to a 
child during the day. 

All Types 

7.702.91F Name, address, 
and telephone 
number of the 
child’s 
physician, 
dentist, and 
hospital of 
choice. 

A standard form listing 
the hospital of choice 
information is allowed. 

 
If the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
have not designated a 
dentist, physician or 
hospital of choice; 
then N/A or “Not 
Applicable” should be 
written. 

This is to provide a reference base for contact 
information for this child. 

All Types 

7.702.91G Health 
information, 
including medical 

 This is required to ensure that the facility is 
aware of any health information pertaining to 
the child on the first day of care, as a health 

All Types 
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report, chronic 
medical 
problems, and 
immunization 
history. 

statement completed by the health care 
provider is not required the first day (.52A2b). 

 
Immunization information is required the first 
day of care to identify which children must be 
excluded from care during a communicable 
disease outbreak. 

 
http://www.coloradoimmunizations.com/ 

 
7.702.91H A dated written 

authorization for 
emergency medical 
care signed and 
updated annually 
by the parent or 
guardian. The 
authorization must 
be notarized if 
required by the 
local hospital, 
clinic, or 
emergency health 
care facility. 

 Written authorization is required to allow the 
facility to obtain appropriate care for the 
child. 

All Types 

7.702.91J Injury and illness 
record. 

There must be a 
record kept in the 
child’s file for any 
injury or illness that 
occurs while the child 
is in care. 

This is to have documentation for the illness or 
injury as a reference point for any further 
information that is needed in relation to the 
event as it occurred. 

All Types 

7.702.91K Reports of 
serious injuries 
and accidents 

Any injury, illness or 
fatality that requires 
medical response, 

This provides documentation for an injury, 
illness or fatality as a reference point for any 
further information that is needed in relation 

All Types 

http://www.coloradoimmunizations.com/
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occurring during 
care that result 
in the 
hospitalization 
or death of a 
child. 

including, but not 
limited to: a doctor’s 
visit, emergency room/ 
urgent care visit or a 
dental visit, whether 
treatment is given or 
not, must be submitted 
through the Office of 
Early Childhood’s online 
injury reporting system 
within 24 hours of the 
incident. A copy of the 
report will be sent to 
the facility via email. 
This document can be 
used for the child’s file. 

 
This does not include 
common childhood 
illness that is not 
reportable (strep, ear 
infection, pink eye, 
etc.) 

to the event as it occurred. This will be 
reviewed by licensing staff to identify any 
licensing violations and assist in tracking data 
as related to child injuries for future rule 
promulgation. 

 
http://coloradoshines.force.com/injury 

7.702.91L Significant 
observations of 
the child’s 
development. 

This is to document 
milestones and 
concerns that can be 
discussed at 
conferences. 

This is required to provide a reference of 
development for the child at the facility for 
any future inquiry about the child’s 
development. 

All Types 

7.702.91M A record of parent 
conferences, 
including dates of 
conferences and 

 This is required as a reference point for 
information that is discussed with the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) concerning any child in 
care. 

All Types 

http://coloradoshines.force.com/injury
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names of center 
staff and parents 
or guardians 
involved. 

7.702.92A The center office 
must maintain a 
record for each 
staff member that 
includes the 
following: 

The staff file may be 
electronic or located at 
a central office of the 
same governing body. 

 
An electronic copy 
must be available for 
review. A hard copy is 
not required, but may 
be required to validate 
a document. 

This allows flexibility for how a facility can 
store their files. 

All Types 

7.702.92A2 Verification of 
education, work 
experience, 
employment, 
training, and 
completion of first 
aid and CPR 
courses. 

Transcripts may be 
official or unofficial. 
This must be verifiable 
or an official transcript 
will be requested by 
the facility or the 
Department. 

 
The letter must contain 
the center’s address, 
phone number and 
license number, the 
employee’s start and 
end date and the total 
number of hours worked 
with children. Hours 
worked with infants and 
toddlers must be 

This is required so the facility can verify that 
the information provided by a staff member is 
accurate and meets the qualifications for the 
position the staff member has been hired. 

 
Document in Resources:  
Employment Verification Letter 

All Types 
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documented separately 
from hours worked with 
other age groups. The 
letter must be signed by 
a director, owner or 
human resources agent 
of the center or 
governing body. 

7.702.92A3 Immunization 
record and 
health 
examination 
reports. 

The staff member can 
provide a statement 
signed by a health care 
provider verifying that 
the staff member is 
current on 
immunizations, or the 
staff member can sign 
a statement indicating 
they are current with 
their immunizations. 

This is to verify that the staff member is 
healthy and able to perform the duties 
assigned to them in a safe manner. 

All Types 

7.702.92A4 Date of 
employment. 

 This is to determine the time frames for when 
other requirements for staff members must be 
completed. 

All Types 

7.702.92A5 Names, 
addresses, and 
telephone 
numbers of 
persons to be 
notified in the 
event of an 
emergency. 

 This serves as a reference point to the facility 
for who can be contacted in the event of an 
emergency involving any staff member in the 
facility. 

All Types 

7.702.92A6 Information 
received from 
the State 

 This is necessary to provide the facility with 
the results of the background check and to 
verify that the background check was 

All Types 
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Department’s 
automated 
system and the 
Colorado Bureau 
of Investigation 
(may be retained 
in a confidential 
file). 

completed for the staff member. 

7.702.92B Each staff 
member’s 
personnel file must 
contain all 
required 
information within 
30 business days of 
the first day of 
employment. 

Personnel files must 
include the verification 
of the qualifications 
required for all 
positions held. 

This is to allow for consistency when 30 
days is calculated. 

All Types 

7.702.93A1 Records of 
enrollment, 
daily 
attendance for 
each child, 
and daily 
record of the 
time the child 
arrives at and 
departs from 
the center. 

 This is to verify when a child was in care at 
the facility. 

All Types 

7.702.93A2 Current health 
Department 
inspection report 
issued within the 
past 24 months. 

The health inspection 
must be an approving 
inspection issued to the 
current governing body. 

This is to verify the facility has had a health 
inspection within the past 24 months. 

All Types 



Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 168 
 

7.702.93A3 Current fire 
Department 
inspection 
report issued 
within the past 
twenty four 
(24) months. 

The fire inspection 
must be an approving 
inspection issued to 
the current governing 
body. 

This is to verify the facility has had a fire 
inspection within the past 24 months. 

All Types 

7.702.93A5 Copies of menus. Changes to the menu 
should be documented 
by the facility. 

 
This allows the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
the opportunity to see 
what foods are being 
served to their 
child/children and 
allows them to make 
any substitutions for 
dietary needs. 

 
This documentation 
serves as verification 
that the food served 
meets the USDA Adult 
and Children Meal 
Pattern Requirements. 

 
Please see section 
7.702.55A8. 

This documentation serves as verification that 
the food served meets the USDA Adult and 
Children Meal Pattern Requirements. 

 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/nutrition-
and-nutrition-education 

All Types 

7.702.93A6 A record of 
visitors to the 
center. 

 This is a safety measure used to verify who was 
in the facility and how long they were in the 
building. 

All Types 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/nutrition-and-nutrition-education
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/nutrition-and-nutrition-education
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7.702.93B Each center must 
immediately report 
in writing to the 
Colorado 
Department of 
Human Services 
any accident or 
illness occurring at 
a center that 
resulted in medical 
treatment by a 
physician or other 
health care 
professional, 
hospitalization, or 
death. This report 
must be made 
within 48 hours 
after the accident 
or illness occurred. 

Clarification of 
correction – to be in 
compliance with 
General Rules for Child 
Care Facilities, this 
report must be made 
within 24 hours of 
occurrence. 

 
Any injury, illness or 
fatality that requires 
emergency medical 
response, including, 
but not limited to a 
doctor visit, emergency 
room/urgent care visit 
or dental visit, whether 
treatment is given or 
not, must be submitted 
through the Office of 
Early Childhood online 
injury reporting system 
within 24 hours of the 
incident. A copy of the 
report will be sent to 
the facility via email. 
This document can be 
used for the child’s 
file. 

 
This does not include 
common childhood 
illness that is not 

This is to ensure that the Department is aware 
of any potential health concern at the facility. 

All Types 



Regulation Rule Text Clarification Rationale/Resources Program Type 

 

Administrative Guide: CCC 
Revised March 31, 2022 

Page 170 
 

reportable (strep, ear 
infection, pink eye, 
etc.) 

7.702.94A The confidentiality 
of all personnel 
and children’s 
records must be 
maintained. See 
Section 7.701.7 in 
the General Rules 
for Child Care 
Facilities. 

 This is to ensure that the facility is maintaining 
confidential information in an appropriate 
manner for all staff and children. 

All Types 

7.702.94B Personnel and 
children’s records 
must be available, 
upon request, to 
authorized 
personnel of the 
State Department. 

This is to provide the 
records to the 
Department to 
complete the 
inspection. 

This is to ensure that the Department has 
access to any information required for any 
inspection. 

All Types 

7.702.94C If records for 
organizations 
having more than 
one center are kept 
in a central file, 
duplicate 
identifying and 
emergency 
information for 
both staff and 
children must also 
be kept on file at 
the center 
attended by the 

This information can be 
electronic. 

 
Identifying information 
includes: 
documentation of 
qualifications, first aid, 
CPR and when 
applicable, Medication 
Administration. 

 
Emergency 
information includes: 
name, address and 

This is to ensure the facility has any 
important information at the facility for 
staff members and children. 

All Types 
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child and where the 
staff member is 
assigned. 

telephone number 
for the contact 
person. 

 
For children: health 
information, 
emergency contact 
information, physician 
information, 
emergency medical 
authorizations. 

7.702.94E Posting of any 
personal 
information or 
photos of children 
on social media or 
advertisement 
without written 
parental consent is 
prohibited. 

 This is for the privacy of the child and 
family. 

All Types 

7.702.94F Records of 
enrollment, daily 
attendance for 
each child and 
daily records of the 
time the child 
arrives at and 
departs from the 
center for the past 
12 months must be 
on file at the 
center. 
The previous two 

This information can be 
electronic. 

 
Emergency information 
on site for staff should 
include: name, date of 
birth, address and 
telephone number. It 
should also include the 
name, address and 
telephone of the 
emergency contact and 
any identified health or 

This is necessary to provide verification of who 
was enrolled and present at the facility at any 
time. 

All Types 
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(2) years must be 
on file at either 
the center or a 
central location or 
storage. 

allergy conditions. 
 
Emergency information 
for children on site 
should include: the 
child’s 
parent(s)/guardian(s) 
contact information, 
child’s health 
information, emergency 
contact information, 
physician, dental and 
hospital information, 
emergency medical 
authorizations and any 
other authorizations and 
permission forms. 

  


